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Resources 

Faith Formation Leadership Certificate Program 
Southern New England Conference, United Church of Christ 

Debbie Gline Allen, Instructor 

Class Description 

The independent study for this class will provide guidance in evaluating, selecting, and 
adapting faith formation curriculum materials based on the appropriateness for the 
congregation’s needs and mission. The materials also include an overview of the United Church of 
Christ / Unitarian Universalist Our Whole Lives whole health sexuality materials. 

  

Learning Objectives 

At the end of this class, the participant will be able to: 

• assess the key elements of an effective faith formation program in their churches; 

• identify the faith formation assumptions made by their congregations; 

• evaluate and select curriculum materials based on the appropriateness for their congregations’ 
faith formation programs; and 

• adapt existing curriculum materials for the needs of their congregations. 

Assignment 

1. Read this packet of materials. 
2. Complete Worksheets A-E. 
3. Submit completed worksheets A-E, plus a response to the Adaptation Assignment, to the 

instructor at glineallend@sneucc.org by the agreed upon date. 

Acknowledgement 

The worksheets in these materials are based on the information found in Christian Educator’s Guide to 
Evaluating and Developing Curriculum by Nancy Ferguson. 

mailto:glineallend@sneucc.org


Curriculum Resources:  Four Models 
Faith formation curriculum materials are published in abundance, and the publishing companies are 
more interested in selling you their materials than whether or not they are appropriate for use by 
your particular congregation. Below are descriptions of four teaching models within which most 
curriculum resources can be categorized. Which model (or adaptation of a model) will meet the needs 
and goals for your congregation’s faith-forming ministry? 

Bible Story-Based Curriculum Resources 
These curriculum materials cover quarterly Bible story themes over a 3- or 4-year cycle.  Each Sunday, 
children, youth, and adults study Bible stories that follow the theme of the unit. This may or may not 
be the same story in each age level, as the focus is placed on the choice of Bible stories that are 
developmentally appropriate for each age group. This style of curriculum generally functions 
separately from the service of worship, but can be intentionally connected with some effort. 
[Examples: Shine (Mennonite), Deep Blue Kids (Methodist)] 

Lectionary-Based Curriculum Resources 
The Revised Common Lectionary is a listing of scripture readings for each Sunday which covers 
much of the Bible over the course of three years.  Lectionary curriculum materials allow worshippers 
and students of all ages to experience the same scripture(s), at their own developmental level, at the 
same time —  the Bible passage that is the focus for worship is the same one being studied in Sunday 
School and Bible Study. Church members of all ages can share their Sunday learnings together after 
church, at committee meetings, at home, and with friends and neighbors of other Christian 
denominations throughout the week. [Examples: Seasons of the Spirit, Feasting On the Word 
(Presbyterian), The Best of Whole People of God Online (United Church of Canada), Living the Word 
(Lutheran; uses the Narrative Lectionary)] 
* See the next page for definitions of the Revised Common Lectionary and the Narrative Lectionary 

Workshop Rotation 
This approach uses a variety of media that presents information through transformation. Students 
rotate each week from workshop to workshop, focusing on a single Bible story over several weeks in 
lab-style settings such as computer, video, drama, art, puppets, food, Bible skills & games, music, and 
the like. Classroom space is transformed into theaters, computer labs, replicas of ancient biblical sites, 
etc. as students learn by doing. [Example: Big Blue (Methodist), Spark Rotation from Sparkhouse 
(Lutheran), WoRM (rotation.org)] 

The Montessori Approach 
Montessori classrooms provide a prepared environment where children are free to respond to their 
natural tendency to make meaning. Within a framework of order, the children progress at their own 
pace and rhythm, according to their individual capabilities. The adult presents the seasonal or topical 
theme/story, after which the children move about the classroom in a systematic fashion, choosing the 
learning and art centers from which they wish to learn and respond.  [Example: Godly Play (Episcopal); 
Children, Worship, & Wonder (Disciples of Christ); Spirit Play (Unitarian Universalist)] 

http://rotation.org


Revised Common Lectionary 

The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) is a three-year cycle of Scripture readings with four assigned 
readings each Sunday (generally Old Testament, Psalm, Letter, and Gospel). Churches throughout the 
world use the RCL. However, while the use of lectionaries goes back hundreds of years, the RCL itself 
was published in its current form in 1994, tracing its direct lineage from the Ordo Lectionum Missae 
(1969) created by the Roman Catholic Church. 

For a copy of the Revised Common Lectionary, visit https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu. 

Narrative Lectionary 

A set calendar of Scripture readings that can be used in worship. In comparison to the Revised 
Common Lectionary, the Narrative Lectionary is a four-year cycle, and narrows the number of 
readings per Sunday to one main focus text, instead of three to four passages. Each Sunday also is 
assigned a short additional reading that is either from the Gospel for that year (if the focus text is not 
from a Gospel) or from the Psalms (if the focus text is from a Gospel). 

The Narrative Lectionary begins in September with a story about creation and touches on the major 
stories, characters, and plot points in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) until mid-December (through 
the Third Sunday of Advent). At that point, the lectionary picks up one of the four Gospels (one 
Gospel each year for the four-year cycle) and moves through many of the main stories or passages of 
that Gospel, mostly in order, through the Sunday after Easter. From the Third Sunday of Easter 
through Pentecost Sunday, the readings are pulled from Acts and the Letters. The readings line up 
with the major church festivals — Christmas, Transfiguration Sunday, Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter, and Pentecost.   The main lectionary covers approximately 9 
months, following a typical American school year. 

For more information about the Narrative Lectionary, visit https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/
narrative-lectionary/. 

To view and download a copy of the Narrative Lectionary for the current program year, visit https://
spiritandtruthpublishing.com/products/narrative-lectionary-resources-y1/. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu
https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/narrative-lectionary/
https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/narrative-lectionary/
https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/products/narrative-lectionary-resources-y1/
https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/products/narrative-lectionary-resources-y1/


Howard Gardner’s Theory of
Multiple Intelligences

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/unique-everybody-else/201311/the-illusory-theory-multiple-intelligences 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/unique-everybody-else/201311/the-illusory-theory-multiple-intelligences


WORKSHEET A     Educational Ministry Continuum 

Highlight the statement that your congregation would mostly agree with. If your response falls 
somewhere in between A. and B., type a statement which more closely describes your congregation’s 
belief next to C. 

 

The Mission and Ministry of the Church 

1. Which of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the mission and 
ministry of the church? 
A. The mission of the church is to save souls. 
B. The mission of the church is to redeem society. 
C.

2. Which of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the mission and 
ministry of the church? 
A. The mission and ministry of the church is to call individuals to a personal faith in Jesus Christ. 
B. The mission and ministry of the church is to invite individuals into the community of faith in 

which they worship, learn, and serve. 
C.

3. Which of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the mission and 
ministry of the church? 
A. The ministry of the church is to provide a guide for moral conduct and Christian living. 
B. The ministry of the church is to guide people with a biblical understanding of God’s purpose in 

the world as they seek to transform the world. 
C.

4. Which of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the mission and 
ministry of the church? 
A. The ministry of the church is to teach God’s Word, teach people how to please God through 

obedience, and teach people to move closer to Jesus. 
B. The ministry of the church is to nurture the community of faith and to encourage members to 

reach out into the life of the world. 
C.

— continued on next page — 



The Purpose of Christian Education 

5. Which one of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the purpose of 
Christian education? 
A. The purpose of Christian education is to teach people about Jesus Christ and to lead them to 

accept him as their personal Savior. 
B. The purpose of Christian education is to provide an opportunity for people to respond to God in 

faith, love, and commitment. 
C.

6. Which one of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the purpose of 
Christian education? 
A. The purpose of Christian education is to help people learn Bible truths that can aid them in daily 

living. 
B. The purpose of Christian education is to enable people to interpret the biblical message and its 

meaning for today. 
C.

7. Which one of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the purpose of 
Christian education? 
A. The purpose of Christian education is to teach people Christian codes of conduct and instruct 

them in the morally right way to live. 
B. The purpose of Christian education is to enable people to understand their denominational 

heritage and to participate in the community of faith. 
C.

The Bible 
8. Which of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the Bible? 

A. The Bible is literal and without error. 
B. The Bible tells the work of God in the words of human beings and reflects the culture of those 

who wrote it. 

9. Which of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the Bible and its 
use? 
A. Bible study is the only appropriate subject for Christian education. 
B. Any subject can be studied from a biblical perspective. 
C.

10. Which of the following statements would your congregation think best describes the Bible and its 
use? 
A. Bible study should teach moral and behavioral concepts. 
B. Bible study should allow learners the opportunity to interpret Scripture. 
C.



WORKSHEET B     Educational Settings in Your Church 

List the classes, groups, and events below which happen regularly at your church along with the 
corresponding information. Include all gatherings where education happens. 

Age(s) of participants     Curriculum used                                          Number on roll     Number attending 

Are there any settings you would consider adding or disbanding after reviewing this list?  

How are you or might you adapt your offerings post-pandemic? 



WORKSHEET C     Educational Ministry Elements 

Section 1 
Rate the following items based on what you believe are the most important to be offered in faith 
formation programs: 

1 = required in church faith formation programs 
2 = nice to include, but not absolutely critical 
3 = not necessary 

Focus on Bible stories 

Meaning of biblical truths for today 

Chronological overview of Old and New Testament 

Study of major biblical themes such as covenant, redemption, and law 

Nature and mission of the church 

Christian discipleship 

Nature and revelation of God 

Issues related to family life 

History of the church 

Understanding of Jesus Christ as personal Savior 

Responsibilities of church membership 

Diversity of God’s people 

Understanding and development of personal uniqueness and potential 

Personal character and morals of Christians 

Major theological concepts of our denomination 

Techniques and resources for critical biblical study 

Studies of missions 

Worship history and traditions 

Contemporary issues and problems 

Political responsibility 

— continued on next page — 



Section 2 
Rate the following statements based on what you believe are the roles of leaders and learners in a 
church’s faith formation programs: 

1 = required in church faith formation programs 
2 = nice to include, but not absolutely critical 
3 = not necessary 

Teaching is enabling persons to do their own learning. 
Teaching is relating to other persons with trust, love, and acceptance. 
Teaching is attempting to convert others to the teacher’s ideas and beliefs. 
Teaching is helping persons see alternatives and make responsible choices. 
Teaching is providing an example to follow. 
Teaching is witness to what one believes. 
Men make better teachers of adults while women make better children’s teachers. 
Teaching calls for advanced preparation. 
Teaching is presenting the lesson. 
Teaching is planning a session or meeting so that the group is interested. 
Teaching is imparting knowledge. 
Teaching is asking the learners to receive, memorize, and repeat. 

Persons learn in terms of what is significant to them. 
Learning takes place when new information is given. 
Learning involves the whole person, not just the mind. 
Learning leads to a change in behavior, attitudes, skills, and knowledge. 
Learning is a lifelong process. 
Learning takes place primarily during childhood. 
Learning takes place in all church activities, not just in planned education activities. 
Learning is relating new information to past and/or present experience. 
Children and youth learn differently than adults. 
Learning can be increased if the group is mixed in age, sex, race, etc. 
Learning requires grouping persons of similar age and interest. 
The condition of the room influences learning. 
Learning is increased by learner participation through such things as discussion and doing 

   research. 
Each person must do his or her own learning, though others may help. 
Learning is highly influenced by everyone in the group, not just the leader. 
Learning is almost completely dependent upon the leader. 



WORKSHEET D     Six Key Elements 

Key 1: Purpose or goal for faith formation in the church  
 Your response will be based on responses to #s 1-7 on Worksheet A. 
 Be brief and clear. If it is helpful, use this rubric as a guide:  

 The purpose of Christian education and faith formation at _______________ Church  

 is to [do what]:  

 [for whom]:  

 [by what means]:  

 as [you meet your goal]: 

Key 2: What the Bible is and how you use it in your educational/formational ministry  
 Your response will be based on responses to #s 8-10 on Worksheet A. 

Key 3: Settings for educational ministry in your congregation 
 Write a descriptive paragraph based on information collected on Worksheet B. 

Key 4: Content to be taught in your faith formation ministry 
 Write a descriptive paragraph based on information s from Worksheet C, Section 1. 

Key 5: Role of leaders in your faith formation ministry 
 Write a descriptive paragraph based on information from Worksheet C, Section 2’s Teaching   
 Statements. 

Key 6: Role of learners in your educational ministry 
 Write a descriptive paragraph based on information from Worksheet C, Section 2’s Learning   
 Statements. 



Wits’ Ends Day: Guidelines for Choosing Curriculum
June 12, 2019
https://revgalblogpals.org/2019/06/12/wits-ends-day-guidelines-for-choosing-curriculum/

For no particular reason, I have decided to offer some suggestions for choosing children’s curriculum. 
Whether it’s Sunday School or, say, Vacation Bible School, the lessons we share with the young people 
of the church are important.

It’s true that no curriculum, not even what I wrote for Shine (#ShamelessSelfPromotion), will perfectly 
impart the fullness of God’s grandeur, love, and grace. But there is a lot of happy middle ground 
between perfect and spiritually damaging.

So before you purchase materials to share with children, ask yourself (or possibly someone more 
qualified than yourself):

Is this curriculum racist?
• Does it involve children “dressing up” as people of a particular racial or ethnic group? Is there any 

type of face paint or ceremonial headdress worn?
• Does it involve pretending to speak another language by making nonsense sounds? (For 

example, speaking Mexican by adding an “o” to the end of every word, or speaking African by . . . 
well . . . you get the idea . . . )

• Are almost all of the pictures in the student materials of white people—including fact-defying 
depictions of white Middle Eastern biblical characters?

• Are the contemporary stories shared mostly about white people? Or about non-white people 
being helped by white people?

Is this curriculum sexist and/or heterosexist?
• Does it use the term “helpmeet” or “weaker sex” or “little lady”?
• Does it use exclusively male pronouns for pretty much everyone–Divine and human?
• Is the sin of all mankind laid on Eve’s shoulders?
• Is the phrase “homosexual lifestyle” or “homosexual agenda” or “practicing homosexual”—really 

“homosexual” in any configuration—used, even just in the teachers’ manual?

 Will this curriculum create trauma and/or trigger children who have previously experienced 
trauma?

• Do any of the lessons involve surprising children with potentially frightening things (like snakes or 
loud noises or lions)?

• Are the children expected to act out horrific events such as the flood or the story of Jephthah’s 
daughter or slavery or the crucifixion?

• Are children asked to share intimate personal details with relative strangers under the guidance of 
teachers who have had, at most, 32 minutes of training in how to facilitate such discussions?

Does it seem that the person who wrote this curriculum has a less-than-adequate 
understanding of the Biblical context and content?

• Is Genesis treated as a scientific textbook?
• Are texts that were written as encouragement for oppressed communities treated as self-help 

mantras for privileged individuals?
• Are Paul’s words about women and/or same sex relationships taken completely out of their 

historical context? (See also “Is this curriculum sexist and/or heterosexist?.)
• Are simplistic lessons drawn that make no sense based on the given biblical story? For example, 

do they try to tell kids that the moral of the story of Jacob and Esau is that you shouldn’t lie to your 
parents? (Because kids are not dumb and they will realize that, actually, lying works out really well 
for Jacob, and Esau is a sucker.)

https://revgalblogpals.org/2019/06/12/wits-ends-day-guidelines-for-choosing-curriculum/


 Is it likely that any of the activities suggested in this curriculum will lead to the maiming and/or 
death of teachers and/or children?

• Do they want you to give switchblades to the kids playing the robbers when you act out the Good 
Samaritan story?

• Does the Pentecost lesson involve an open flame near anyone’s head?
• Will anything potentially explode?

 If the answer to any of the above questions is “yes,” consider dropping the curriculum you are holding 
as fast as you can and running far, far, away from it. Or, you know, set it down gently and move on to 
evaluate your next option.

Rev. Joanna Harader serves as pastor of Peace Mennonite Church in Lawrence, KS. She blogs at 
SpaciousFaith.com; and she has indeed written some of the Jr. Youth curriculum for Shine.  

https://spaciousfaith.com/
https://shinecurriculum.com/


WORKSHEET E 

Select a curriculum resource that you either are currently using or one that you wish to 
review to evaluate for your faith formation program: 

Name of Curriculum: 

Publisher: 

Denomination(s), if identified: 

Age groups: 

Setting (Sunday School, youth group, midweek program, etc.): 

Purpose of curriculum: 

Role of leader: 

Role of learner: 

Setting (programs, places, and times these materials may be used): 

Age groups: 

Scope (content: topics, scriptures that are covered): 

Sequence (order in which the content is presented): 

— continued on next page — 



Are these curriculum materials lectionary-based or not? How will they fit into your 
church’s Sunday morning (or other day’s) format? 

What kind of God do the curriculum materials portray?  What is God’s relationship to 
humankind?   

How is Jesus pictured in these materials?  A teacher of wise sayings and parables?  A 
miracle worker?  A magician?  Is he portrayed more as Jesus of Nazareth or the Christ of 
faith? 

What is the Holy Spirit in these curriculum materials? How does the Holy Spirit operate 
today according to these materials? 

What is the role of the Church in these materials?  Who is the Church?  How do God, 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit relate to the Church?  What is the role of the faith community? 

Which version of the Bible is used/recommended?  Is the Bible depicted by this 
curriculum as inerrant?  a treasure in earthen vessels?  Is the Bible revered as relevant for 
life today?  Is the Bible an “answer book?”  Does it “question one’s answers” as well as 
“answer one’s questions?”  

— continued on next page — 



What is a Christian according to these curriculum materials?  How does the Christian 
relate to the rest of the world? 

How should a lesson be taught as evidenced in these materials?  Where should it be 
taught?  By whom?  To whom? 

How do education and formation relate to worship in these materials? 

How inclusive are these materials related to language, images of biblical figures, images of 
humankind?  (See Wits’ Ends blog on previous pages.) What color is Jesus’ skin? What 
types of people does this curriculum include (ethnicity, economic status, gender)? 

According to these curriculum materials, teaching and learning are . . . 

How do these curriculum materials include Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences? 

How do these curriculum materials fit into your church’s 6 Key Elements? 

Are there any other criteria you should consider such as its views toward peace and 
justice, the environment, human sexuality, etc. that are included or blatantly missing from 
these materials? 

— continued on next page — 



1. On a scale of 1 to 5 (with 1 being the highest), rate this curriculum as a whole in its consistency with 
the Six Key Elements (from Worksheet D) of the educational/formational ministry in your 
congregation: _____ 

2. In the space provided for each of the Six Key Elements below, describe how this curriculum does or 
does not meet your congregation’s needs, referring back to Worksheet D, using no more than two 
sentences for each. 

Key 1: Purpose or goal for faith formation in the church  
  

Key 2: What the Bible is and how you use it in your  faith formation ministry  

Key 3: Settings for faith formation in your congregation 

Key 4: Content to be taught in your faith formation ministry 

Key 5: Role of teachers in your faith formation ministry 

Key 6: Role of learners in your faith formation ministry 



Curriculum Resource Adaptations to Consider 

Adding or replacing material 
 Examples: adding more background information for teachers, making the art activity more 

complex, replacing a prayer suggestion with an original prayer, replacing or adding more 
questions for discussion, etc. 

Rearranging the session plan 
 Example: editing the goals/objectives to make them your own and then adapting the 

existing activities to fit them, etc. 

Changing the scope (content) and sequence (order) 
 Examples: reducing the number of sessions in a unit of study, changing the order of the 

sessions in a unit of study, etc. 

Changing the session structure 
 Examples: Re-ordering the activities to follow a service of worship outline, swapping the 

opening and closing activities, etc. 

Evaluating the activities in the session 
 Example: eliminate an activity that you know will not work well with your particular   
 students. 

Note: 
While no curriculum resource will meet every educational need of your congregation, if you 
find that you are adapting the resource often and in multiple ways, you may consider looking 
for another resource that will better meet the Six Key Elements of your congregation. 

The Copyright Law 
 Every curriculum that you purchase has gone through a process of design, writing, and editing, 
and it has been copyrighted by the publisher. So do not disregard the work of writers and editors or 
federal copyright laws when you adapt curriculum. That means you cannot copy the words of the 
curriculum into another document without crediting the passage. And certainly it means you cannot 
copy the material into another document, edit, and call it your own. Respect the time and creative 
skills and insights of writers by noting proper credit on your version, something to the effect of “This 
curriculum resource has been adapted from TITLE, published by PUBLISHER (QUARTER, YEAR) 
for use by YOUR CHURCH NAME, ADDRESS.” [Ferguson, 95] 

— continued on next page — 



Adaptation Assignment 

Give an example for each of the curriculum adaptations listed on the previous page of how 
you have or would consider adapting the curriculum resource your congregation is currently 
using. 

Adding or replacing material 

Rearranging the session plan 

Changing the scope (content) and sequence (order) 

Changing the session structure 

Evaluating the activities in the session







Selected Bibliography for Exploring Curriculum Resources 

Books 
• Christian Educator’s Guide to Evaluating and Developing Curriculum by Nancy Ferguson 
• Becoming Like a Child: The Curiosity of Maturity Beyond the Norm by Jerome W. Berryman 
• Faith Formation In Vital Congregations by Marian Plant 
• Fashion Me A People: Curriculum in the Church by Maria Harris 
• Formational Children’s Ministry: Shaping Children Using Story, Ritual, and Relationship by Ivy Beckwith 
• The Godbearing Life by Kenda Creasy Dean and Ron Foster 
• Human Development and Faith: Life-Cycle Stages of Body, Mind, and Soul (second edition) edited by 

Felicity Kelcourse 
• I Wonder: Engaging a Child’s Curiosity About the Bible by Elizabeth F. Caldwell 
• Leaving Home with Faith: Nurturing the Spiritual Life of Our Youth by Elizabeth Caldwell 
• Making A Home for Faith: Nurturing the Spiritual Life of Your Children by Elizabeth Caldwell 
• Will Our Children Have Faith? (Revised Edition) by John H. Westerhoff III 

Websites 
• Curriculum resources information for UCC congregations:  https://www.sneucc.org/curriculum-

resources (includes curriculum overview charts from BuildFaith.com) 

• Multiple free webinars and resources for faith formation in the church:  http://www.prcli.org 

• Children’s book reviews with connections to scripture:  http://storypath.upsem.edu 

• Evaluating curriculum materials:  http://www.buildfaith.org/how-to-evaluate-your-christian-

education-curriculum/ 

• Godly Play:  http://www.godlyplayfoundation.org 

• Workshop Rotation Model:  http://www.rotation.org 

• Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education:  https://www.ucc.org/justice_sexuality-education_our-whole-

lives and https://www.uua.org/re/owl 

• Intergenerational ministries resources:  https://www.genonministries.org 

Association of United Church Educators: https://www.auce-ucc.org 

• Faith Formation Leadership Training Program through the Southern New England Conference: 
https://www.sneucc.org/certification  
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