
2022 Justice Summit Call to Worship   

We gather today as a community of Christians, of people connected in the body of Christ and 

its expression through the churches of the Southern New England Conference, United Church 

of Christ. In this gathering, a summit for Justice, we bring ourselves to confess: to 

acknowledge, name, and feel our and our spiritual ancestors’ collective past and present 

participation in Injustices.   

We recognize that our spiritual ancestors moved with a sense of Godly permission to claim 

for their own what they found here – embodying the doctrine of discovery; that in mission for 

God as they understood it, they also diminished, desecrated, and destroyed the lives, lands, 

and community ways of the people indigenous to these places.  

We acknowledge that our wealth as churches and a conference, and our primacy of physical 

and cultural space here in New England, comes from this ground of injustices - our taking 

land and life from the people native to this land.  

We name that we, as descendants of New England Congregationalists, have been the 

heartbeat of white settler culture.  

Breathe.   

We remember and honor the African people and families who our spiritual ancestors brought 

here by force. Many of our congregations have names of these persons listed in their 

membership records, names of persons who lived out their lives enslaved to white families of 

our congregations.   

We acknowledge that over the centuries Christians, including our Congregational spiritual 

ancestors, were complicit in the sin of slavery, and they were bystanders to its evolving forms 

in Jim Crow violence and segregation, in mass incarceration, and in the inequitable housing, 

property, health, and education policies of today.  

Breathe.   

We acknowledge that we white folks have been protected by whiteness. We have been silent 

because we can be. We have benefited financially, in security of property and safety in our 

bodies by the whiteness of our skin and culture.   

We acknowledge that we have held ourselves high and proud and apart. We recognize that 

white supremacy plays out in the habits of our tradition.   

Seeking Forgiveness           

O God, forgive us. Forgive us that it has taken us so long to make these acknowledgements. 

Forgive us all the times we have been and are silent in the face of injustice and inhumanity. 

Forgive us for not stepping into the courage to speak and act in the name of your Love. Holy 

One, help us to take up the work of justice, repentance, and repair that is needed in this and 

future generations. Help us to live into the collective liberation of your Beloved Community, 

a realm of justice, mercy, and freedom for all your children. Help us to humble ourselves into 



the emergence of your Love in communities of prayer, healing, creativity, and justice that are 

unbinding themselves from the injustices of our past.  

Feeling Assurance, Making Commitments  

When we are unable to see you in the lessons we learn today and every day after, allow us the 

grace to shut our eyes and listen until your voice becomes recognizable.  

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on our hearts so that we may re-commit to you and this, 

your beloved community.   

This liturgy may be reprinted, with attribution. 

 


