



Faith Formation Leadership Certificate Program 

of the Southern New England Conference


• Students may begin the program with any class.
• Each class is offered twice — one onsite and an identical session offered via Zoom.
• Onsite classes are held at Hadwen Park Congregational Church, 6 Clover St., Worcester, MA
• Video conferenced (Zoom) classes are held first, and onsite classes will be held in 2021. 

However, the onsite classes will be held via Zoom if state guidelines still call for meeting 
remotely.

• Students may take classes for the Christian Formation Leader Track (in blue and black) or the 
Youth Ministry Leader Track (in green and black), or all of the classes in both Tracks in black, 
blue, and green).

• Certificates of completion are awarded to students who complete the Christian Formation 
Leader Track, the Youth Ministry Leader Track, and both Tracks.

• It is also an option to take classes a la carte. 
• Please note that these classes do not fulfill ordination requirements.

Class Descriptions 

Combined Track for Christian Formation Leaders and Youth Ministry Leaders
Saturday Classes (3 contact hours each)

Developing Faith — Ages and Stages
An overview of human development based on the work of Piaget, Erikson, and Gardner; and 
faith development based on the work of Fowler and Westerhoff. 
Instructor:  Nancy Sides

Nancy is a Certified Christian Educator in the (historic) Massachusetts Conference, 
now retired after serving as the educator at First Congregational Church of Westminster, 
MA.

Engaging Our Sacred Scripture’s Story
An overview of the formation, contents, structure, and flow of the Bible. 
Instructor:  Rev. Don Remick

Don serves as the Transitional Interim Conference Minister for the (historic) 
Massachusetts Conference UCC, and has served churches in the Massachusetts 
Conference for over 40 years.

Living Into the Mystery — Worship and Sacraments in the United Church of Christ
An overview of the worship tradition of the United Church of Christ, tracing its history back to 
early Christian practices, particularly Baptism and Communion. 
Instructor:  Rev. Jenn Macy



Jenn currently serves as the Associate Pastor of First Church Somerville (MA) UCC, 
having previously served as a Christian education director, small church solo pastor, and in 
a new church start.

Exploring the United Church of Christ — Our History, Our Beliefs, Our identity
An overview of the birth, development, structure, beliefs, values, and ethos of the United 
Church of Christ. 
**Does not meet UCC Member In Discernment requirements.
Instructor:  Rev. Dr. Jonathan New

Jonathan has served as Associate Conference Minister for Stewardship and 
Financial Development with the (historic) Massachusetts Conference, United Church of 
Christ since 2014. Prior to this, he was a settled pastor and intentional interim for several 
UCC churches, as well as an Open and Affirming facilitator and consultant on 
congregational vitality and stewardship in the Vermont Conference. He has taught UCC 
history, theology, and polity in a variety of settings, including Andover Newton 
Theological School, General Synod, at Super Saturday, as well as in this program.

Making Disciples — Theories and Practices for the 21st Century
How the grounding principles of education, formation, and living in the ways of Jesus can be 
developed and used to make disciples of all ages in today’s congregations.
Instructor:  Dr. Joshua Lunde-Whitler

Josh (he/his) is a practical theologian, religious educator, and minister for over 15 
years, and serves both the church and the academy in various capacities. He teaches 
theological ethics at Rivier University in New Hampshire, and is the Director of Children, 
Youth, and Families at Saint Matthews Methodist Church in Acton, Massachusetts (He is a 
member of South Acton Congregational Church, where his partner, Amy, is the pastor). He 
also leads the Antiracist Ecumenical Collaborative in Acton-Boxborough. Josh received his 
Ph.D. in Theology and Education from Boston College in 2018. 

Serving Together — Mission for All Ages
Explore the differences between charity and justice from biblical and developmental 
perspectives in light of offering mission and service opportunities for children, youth, 
families, and the congregation.
Instructor:  Rev. June Cooper

June serves as the Executive Director of City Mission Boston. She is an ordained 
American Baptist minister with dual standing in the United Church of Christ. She also serves 
as Theologian in the City at Old South Church in Boston. June values the promise of what 
can be accomplished by mobilizing people of goodwill to overcome injustice. 

Boundary Awareness for Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Leaders
**Does not fulfill the Boundary Awareness requirement for clergy

Build understanding around appropriate relational boundaries that are encountered in 
ministry.
Instructors:  Rev. Gregory R. Morisse and Debbie Gline Allen, CM

Greg is the Senior Pastor of The Plymouth Church in Framingham, MA. He has served 
on the Central Association Committee on Ministry and for the past 15 years, and has served 
as a Boundary Awareness Trainer for the Southern New England Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. In his formative years at Harvard Divinity School, he was part of a 
generation of new clergy influenced by the pain of clergy sex abuse scandals, witnessing 
firsthand the damage created by boundary violations and how life-giving healthy boundaries 
can be in ministry.

Debbie is a Commissioned Minister of Christian Formation in the United Church of Christ 
currently serving the Southern New England Conference as its Associate for Faith 
Formation & Youth Ministries. She has served five congregations and in the conference 



setting in both the NH and MA Conferences, as well as on the Board of the Association of 
United Church Educators. She is the administrator of this program as well as an instructor 
for PATHWAYS Theological (https://www.pathwaystheological.org/).

Taken at Super Saturday**
(1.5 — 2 contact hours each)

Creating Safe Environments — Policies and Practices
Explore why congregations need a safe church policy and how to create one for the specific 
needs of the congregation.
Instructor:  Rev. Jenn Macy

Jenn currently serves as the Associate Pastor of First Church Somerville (MA) UCC, 
having previously served as a Christian education director, small church solo pastor, and in 
a new church start.

Racial Justice Training
Create a common language around racism, to unmask racism in our lives, and to encourage 
long-term engagement in racial justice ministry as a spiritual issue.
Instructor:  Dr. Donique McIntosh

Donique serves as the Racial Justice Team Leader for the Southern New England 
Conference and leads its racial justice work. 

**It is possible for students to take these two classes in other locations when they are offered throughout 
the Conference or from other agencies. Contact Debbie Gline Allen (glineallend@sneucc.org) to confirm 
whether or not they will meet the requirements of the Faith Formation Leadership Program.

Christian Formation Leader Track
(3 contact hours each)

Faith Formation 101 — Practices for a Sustainable Ministry
Explore the nuts and bolts of organizing and implementing faith formation programs in the local 

church; recruiting, nurturing, and supporting volunteers; leadership skills, and working on a church staff. 
Instructor:  Karen Ziel, CM

Karen is a Commissioned Minister of Faith Formation, an early childhood educator, and a graduate of 
the School for Spirituality, currently serving the Southern New England Conference as its Minister of Faith 
Formation and Leadership. Karen curates and networks regularly in faith formation circles and leads 
workshops and training events in all aspects of faith formation.

Exploring Curriculum Resources
How to evaluate, select, and adapt curriculum materials based on the appropriateness for the 

congregation’s needs and mission. Includes an overview of the United Church of Christ / Unitarian 
Universalist Our Whole Lives sexuality materials.
Instructor:  Debbie Gline Allen 

Debbie is a Commissioned Minister of Christian Formation in the United Church of Christ currently 
serving the (historic) Massachusetts Conference as its Associate for Faith Formation & Youth Ministries. 
She has served five congregations and in the conference setting in both the NH and MA Conferences, as 
well as on the Board of the Association of United Church Educators. She is the administrator of this 
program as well as an instructor for PATHWAYS Theological (https://www.pathwaystheological.org/). 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Youth Ministry Leader Track
(3 contact hours each)

Youth Ministry 101 — Practices for a Sustainable Ministry
Explore the nuts and bolts alongside the theological foundations of organizing and implementing 

youth ministry programs in the local church, recruiting, nurturing, and supporting volunteers, leadership 
skills, and working on a church staff.
Instructors:  Rev. Dave and Becky Stambaugh

Dave and Becky serve together in the ministries of faith formation and youth ministry at Green’s 
Farms Church in Westport, CT. They both have years of experience working with youth in outdoor 
ministries, campus ministries, mission trips, and in the local church.

Networking in Youth Ministry — Resources & Social Media
Explore guidelines for assessing, selecting, implementing, and adapting youth ministry curriculum 

materials, and review current practices for using social media for communications, connections, and 
spiritual formation with teens.
Instructors:  Debby Kirk and Lauren Dube

Debby is Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries on the Discipleship Team at the Southern 
New England Conference, UCC.


