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Service of Covenant for the Rev. Dr. Audrey Price 

with the Southern New England Conference, United Church of Christ  

  

Opening Music - New Haven Chorale, Ain'-A That Good News! William L. Dawson  
COPYRIGHT 1937. Renewed 1965, 1974 Tuskegee Music Press (Admin. by Neil A. Kjos Music Company). 

Streamed under CCLI license #CSPL107036  

  

Gathering Prayers  
 

Call to Worship -      Ms. Debby Kirk and Rev. Dr. Michael Ciba 

 

One: Loving God, your call to us is persistent.  In some moments it brushes past us as a gentle 

whisper; at others, it comes as an urgent command that we cannot ignore.  
 

Many: May we listen attentively to the sounds of the spirit.   
 

One: You call us to drop the daily routines that do not yield harvest, and instead to cast our nets 

into fresh waters.  
 

Many: May we trust in your guidance and be open to innovation. 
 

One: You create each one of us with unique gifts; challenging us into caring ministry and calling 

us to bold leadership.  
 

Many: May we use these gifts to build up the beloved community where all are valued. 
 

One: You call us to feed your sheep and tend your lambs. 
 

Many: May we serve with generosity and compassion. 
 

One: You call us to rejoice always, to pray without ceasing, and to give thanks in all 

circumstances. 

  

Many: May your spirit revive us here in this time of celebration and covenant. 
 

All: Let us worship God 

 

Invocation -          Rev. Dr. Ciba  

  

We are present here, O God, your faithful people gathered together as a new community.  

We gather to create and affirm a covenant with one who has been gifted and equipped to lead in 

this new community we celebrate. We gather to commit to mutual support and care as together 

we are called to live the love and justice of your Son, Jesus.  

 

In His way, may this covenant be bound in care for the other, in our common discipleship, in our 

witness to justice and peace, in confronting the power of oppression, and in partnerships of your 
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own making. Send your Holy Spirit this day! In this company of faithful witnesses to Your 

everlasting love, may we each recall the covenant promises of our Baptism.  

By your grace, gather us as we remember our promises; to follow in the ways of Jesus and to 

grow in faith, celebrating Christ’s presence among us and to further Christ’s mission in all the 

world. Amen  

 

The Word 

  

Scripture Reading -        Rev. Hannah Brown      

1 Thessalonians 5:12-14  
 
12 But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters,[a] to respect those who labor among you, and have 

charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 13 esteem them very highly in love because of their 

work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we urge you, beloved,[b] to admonish the idlers, 

encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them. 

 

Installation Sermon -       Bishop Dwayne Royster     

The Work of the Church  

  

Hymn of Commitment – Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?   

Benjamin and Danielle Allen, arrangement, musicians 
Author: Richard Gillard. © Words & Music 1977 Universal Music-Brentwood Benson Publishing 
Streamed under CCLI Streaming License #CSPL107036 

  

Moment of Covenant and Blessing for Dr. Price  

Covenant with Rev. Dr. Price-  Rev. Goodwin and Rev. Jocelyn Gardner Spencer    

  

Words of Commitment and Blessing for a New Leader 
 

Charge to Dr. Price -       Rev. Mark Penn  
 

Prayer for a New Leader -       Ms. Bridget Johnson   
 

Loving God,   

You have often chosen women to demonstrate valuable lessons in ministry.   

In the ministry of Jesus;  

You chose a woman as a catalyst for your first public miracle, turning water into wine.  

You chose a woman at a well to teach us about living water.  

You chose a woman to teach us about forgiveness and acceptance.  

You chose a woman to be the first person to encounter the empty tomb and proclaim the 

resurrection.  

In the early church, you have also chosen strong women like Lydia and Priscilla to be 

leaders.  

Like the early church, we too face challenging times as our country attempts to 

heal the longstanding deep wounds of racial injustice. We face the 

challenge of regaining our health as we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A12-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29617a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A12-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29619b
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Like the early church, our conference is being transformed. We are becoming a new team, united 

in our call to live the love and justice of Jesus and to guide and nurture our churches throughout 

Southern New England.    

   

We ask you to bless the work and ministry of Rev. Dr. Audrey Price as Executive Minister for 

Strategic Operations. We ask your many blessings in this new Covenant and in her 

ministry with all the Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ.    

We are thankful that she brings unique gifts and leadership skills to the Conference -gifts and 

skills we need as we enter into a new era in the life of the church.   

We pray that you will guide and guard Dr. Price. We ask you strengthen her for this new 

journey. Refresh her with your living water.  We pray your Holy Spirit will guide her with 

wisdom. We ask you to bless her as she continues to do your work here on earth.  

We ask this in name of the Creator, of Christ, and of the Holy Spirit! Amen.  

  

Celebration Song - New Haven Chorale Silver Rain by Peter Amidon  
Tune Sing Joyfully, © 1985 by the Plough Publishing House of the Bruderhof Foundation, Inc.,  
arr. ©2002 by Peter Amidon, Amidon Music Publishing   
  
Offertory 

 

Call to Offering - Ms. Kate Ostertag  

Offering to Outdoor Ministries of the Southern New England Conference  
 

Song – Amazing Grace 

Benjamin and Danielle Allen, musicians 
Public Domain, Benjamin Allen, arrangement 

  

Blessing and Sending 

 

Presentation to Rev. Dr. Price-     Rev. Darrell Goodwin  

             

Benediction -         Ms. Dawn Hammond  
 

Beloved siblings, we are all children of the light!  So, let us be fully awake and aware, grounded 

in faith and love, knowing the freedom for which Christ has set us free.  Let us encourage one 

another and build each other up. May we rejoice always, pray continually, and give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is God’s will for us in Christ Jesus.  

 

Closing Hymn - Amazing Grace reprise 

Benjamin and Danielle Allen, musicians 
Public Domain, Benjamin Allen, arrangement 
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Special Guests  
 

Bishop Dwayne Royster, Wider Church Colleague   

Meet Our Pastor-Faith United Church of Christ, Washington, DC  
 

Bishop Royster is the Senior Pastor at Faith United Church of Christ in Washington, DC. 

He has served in pastoral ministries for 26+years at several congregations. Previously the 

Executive Director of POWER, the Faith in Action Federation in Philadelphia, PA, he now 

serves as the National Political Director of Faith in Action. Faith in Action is the nation’s 

largest faith-based organizing movement committed to racial and economic justice with 40+federations in 

22 states and 5 countries.  Bishop Royster has served the United Church of Christ on the Board of 

Directors (2013-17), the Executive Committee (2008-2012), Penn Southeast Conference Consistory 

(2008-2012), and more. 
 

Rev. Mark A. Penn, Ecumenical-Wider Church Colleague   

Retired Minister, author, justice advocate 
 

Rev. Penn is a native of western Pennsylvania, and is a graduate of Virginia Union 

University, Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology. With over 30 years of vital 

ministry, Rev. Penn planned for an active retirement of serving God’s people which 

includes writing an anthology authored with fellow seminarians and published in 

October of 2020. His ministry is focused on justice and equity. Rev. Penn has two grown children and a 

four year-old grandson. 

 

 
 

Conference Member and Staff Participants in Order of Appearance 
 

Rev. Hannah Brown  

Pastor, West Concord Union Church, United Church 

of Christ, Concord, MA   

Home church of Rev. Dr. Price 

 

Rev. Dr. Michael Ciba  

Area Conference Ministry Team Leader, So. New 

England Conference, UCC   

   

Rev. Jocelyn Gardner Spencer 

President of the So. New England Conference, UCC 

Senior Minister, United Church on the Green           

New Haven, CT  

 

Rev. Darrell Goodwin  

Executive Conference Minister, So. New England 

Conference, UCC     

 

Ms. Dawn Hammond  

Executive Minister for Policy and Finance, So. New 

England Conference, UCC     

 

Ms. Bridget Johnson  

Innovation Team Leader for Vision and Adaptive 

Leadership 

 

Ms. Debby Kirk 

Faith Formation Ministry Team Leader, So. New 

England Conference, UCC   

 

Ms. Kate Ostertag  

Executive for Camps and Retreats-Edwards, Irons- 
So. New England Conference, UCC     

 

https://faithuniteddc.com/our-pastor/
https://www.westconcordunionchurch.org/about/staff
https://www.westconcordunionchurch.org/about/staff
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/2108458
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/2108458
http://unitednewhaven.org/our-staff
http://unitednewhaven.org/our-staff
https://www.sneucc.org/about-the-executive-conference-minister
https://www.sneucc.org/about-the-executive-conference-minister
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/366562
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/366562
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/2847917
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/2847917
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/2123402
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/2123402
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/2642471
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/2642471
https://www.sneucc.org/staffdetail/2642471

