
 

1 
 

Bert Coté 

 

Ordination Paper 
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The candidate should write a paper demonstrating their theological and pastoral expertise.   

The paper should be no more than 20 pages, 12-point font, double-spaced, 1-inch margins.   

The ordination paper should be written in conversation with the United Church of Christ 

Statement of Faith.  The paper should demonstrate a candidate's ability to articulate the 

historic Christian faith and locate his or her own faith in relation to the ecumenical and 

Reformed tradition. 

My faith journey began in 1964, while growing up in a Catholic family, when I was eight 

years old living in Salem, Massachusetts.  I remember I wanted to be a priest.  I felt a call from 

God to be of some kind of service.   It was only after years of troubled times and discernment 

that I discovered what this service should be.    

   I wanted to be a priest.  I had been an altar boy for two years.  My desire to become a 

priest was much more than the grandeur, pomp, and circumstance; I saw these men 

ministering to people, offering Words from God to the young and the old alike.   I saw these 

men sharing the pain at a funeral and the joy at a wedding or baptism.  To me, being a priest 

was speaking directly to God for the people and doing whatever God’s Will.  Being a priest was 

praying for people in pain, offering counsel, being part of their life, and helping them find 

solace in knowing our Lord. 
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When I entered high school I began turning away from the church.  This departure from 

church lasted into my college years as well.  When I got married in 1978 it was in a church but 

to me there was no religion behind it.  I did, however, feel that I was married in God's Eyes. 

With the baptism of my daughter in 1983, I started attending church again.  This time I 

attended the United Church of Christ (UCC) church in Marlborough, Massachusetts.  While 

attending church I still believed in God and Jesus Christ as our Savior. I had been going to the 

UCC church in Holliston, MA since 1996.   While I felt comfortable there, I was at the time not 

involved.  I was still searching but not knowing what I needed.  From 2004 to 2010 I was 

divorced, fell in love again, felt the heartbreak of a breakup, and lost my Mother.  She was not 

only a parent but a dear friend to me. 

On Easter Sunday in 2010, I don't know why, but during the joys and concerns portion of 

the service, I stood up.  I told the congregation about the sadness I was feeling at the passing of 

my mother and the recent breakup of my relationship.  I commented that despite this sadness I 

still felt loved, accepted, and the feeling of being at home in this church.    After this, my 

involvement with the church began and I felt God touching me more often. God was telling me 

to get involved and use my skills to be of service to this church and this congregation.  I became 

involved with the music committee, prepared meals for church functions, and the youth group.  

During this time I also had the good fortune of filling in at the lectern and became a Deacon.  I 

felt the need and the call to serve God now more than ever.  I remember my first sermon on 

“prayer”.  The way it came about was interesting.  During a church auction I bid on an option of 

choosing a sermon topic that Rev.  Bonnie would preach on.  Since being the highest bidder, 

Bonnie asked me (or maybe she challenged me) to preach the sermon myself.  I accepted the 
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challenge, and not only did I feel comfortable, the sermon was well received and I felt God’s 

presence while preparing and delivering the sermon.  This enhanced my “calling” to be more 

involved in a Christian life. God was telling me I could do more.  Could it be that I should 

become a Minister bringing the word of God to others? God was telling me yes. 

I began thinking, how could I be of service to God?  Could I be a minister? This would 

take some serious reflection and prayer as it would change my life significantly.  I came to 

believe that God wanted me to act not think; the thinking had already been done.  The time 

had come for me to take action. After considerable prayer and reflection I decided ministry was 

my calling. I felt the desire to be a pastor. Now I needed to share my vision and begin my 

journey. 

I shared my decision with family, friends, and Bonnie and was met with great joy, 

support, and encouragement.  The final sign (before my final decision) came was when I called 

Andover Newton Theological School (ANTS) to gather some information.  It just so happened 

that the following weekend was the weekend of their Conference on Ministries.  I attended 

where all were welcome and greeted with great warmth.  With all this evidence, I felt assured 

that this was my path. I believe God was putting these opportunities in front of me. God was 

telling me I was heading in the right direction of new journey.  With the weekend complete, I 

began the process of applying to Andover Newton. 

I was accepted into their MDiv program and during my time at ANTS I’ve been 

challenged, rewarded, fulfilled, and made many new friends from various walks of faith and life. 

I hadn’t been in a classroom in over 35 years. Academics were never my strong suit and I was 
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afraid. I would be in class listening to lectures, participating in discussions, reading and writing 

papers. These were all new experiences and I worried.  I worried about failure, embarrassment, 

and fitting in. However, I had support. Plus I was learning and making new friends. I was 

discerning my call in the presence of people that were doing the same. While it’s been a 

challenge I’m excited that I completed my education and continue my discernment of what 

type of ministry into which I could be called.  ANTS has been wonderful and I feel very blessed 

not only to gain knowledge but to have been amongst a community of students, staff, and 

faculty that truly are supportive of one’s personal ministry. During this time my call to become 

an ordained minister was reinforced. I felt that I could be a servant of God following Jesus’ 

footsteps and bring people along with me through baptizing, preaching and offering 

communion. Sometimes I felt like one of the Apostles speaking about the wonder that is Jesus 

of Nazareth. 

The next chapter of my faith journey took place in from the fall of 2016 to spring of 2017 

where I participated as a field education student at the First Parish Church in Westwood, MA.  

My time there was filled with joy, love, challenge, and education.  From the very beginning I 

was welcomed into this church community.  I was given the opportunity to preach once a 

month; along with being asked to write the liturgy and choose music for those services that I 

preached. God’s inspiration helped me with what was being asked of me.  Pastor Chris Dodge 

also encouraged me to broaden my work and expand on some ideas I presented to him.  With 

his guidance and encouragement I prepared a program for lent, taught two adult education 

programs and preached a few of my sermons without notes. While Pastor Dodge offered 

encouragement I needed Gods assistance. This came to me in the form of the Holy Spirit  
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reminding me of scripture passages, quotes from a recent book or article or the 

patience to just pray and think. I did have some learning challenges such as the time I chose 

hymns that no one in the congregation knew and it just so happened that the choir was off that 

Sunday.  You can imagine fifty people holding hymnals without words coming out of their 

mouths.  Despite the challenges, this time spent in the Westwood church strengthened my 

desire to become a pastor, an ordained minister. 

My CPE experience with the Brigham and Women’s hospital also reinforced my desire to 

be of service. I am meeting people at their most vulnerable. Some patient’s visits have been full 

of joy over the successful outcome of their time in the hospital. Many patients have offered 

their thanks to God for the positive outcome and I’ve been a witness to their renewed faith or 

reinforced faith. There have been times of great sadness where a prognosis hasn’t been 

positive, or patients were facing end of life. Some had their faith tested where they were angry, 

confused, saddened and resentful of God. I have been with patients during their journey, by 

being present, comforting, listening and at times reminding them of Gods great Love. The CPE 

experience has brought a new dimension of what service to others can be. I will continue to 

hold this experience as one of my most powerful learning experiences during my journey of 

faith. This time has provided me with the knowledge that I can be a comfort to others during 

their time of need and vulnerability; all made possible through God’s Grace and Mercy.  

My theology 

Statement of Faith 
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 I will provide an overview of my personal theology by using the statement of “Faith” 

found in the revision of 1977.  In some places I will also be revising the statement of faith for 

clarity of what I believe. 

 “I believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, who is made known to us in Jesus our brother, to 

whose deeds I testify to: God calls the whole world into being.” God created the entire cosmos.  

We can use science to explain how some aspects of the cosmos were possibly created; 

however, science alone cannot explain how – and more importantly, why - the cosmos was 

created.  God, the creator, has a plan of which we are not fully informed.  God made all things 

from the simplest grain of sand to the complex functioning of the human body.  All the aspects 

of life known and unknown to us as humans,  God has made for some reason.  This reason may 

never be fully known to us.  What’s important to me is that I know God the Creator created all. I 

do not have the capacity to think like God, however I do know that the Spirit of God can guide 

me in everything I do if I listen to the “Still Speaking God”. 

 “Creates humankind in the divine image, and sets before us the ways of life and death.” 

The idea that we were/are created in God’s image does not mean that we take on the physical 

likeness of God but that we could act in a manner that would reflect God.  In the creation story 

we, as humans, were given great gifts and responsibilities; we were also told that some things 

were not for us.  God gave us free will; we chose against the will of God and fell from grace.  We 

did not fall from the everlasting love that God has for us, but we could not be in the presences 

of the most Holy if we sin.  Because of our fall from God’s grace we now live in a world full of 

evil and turmoil.  This does not mean that our lives need to be that way – it’s just the challenge 

we need to face because of our fall. I look at our fall or as some would call is, sin, as an act of 
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turning away from or disobeying God. Picture a son or daughter disobeying or acting in an evil 

way towards their parents. The parent still has love in their heart for the child but does not like 

the behavior. This would separate parent from child until a change occurs. In my limited human 

thought this is how I can define what we have done to our ultimate parent, God. 

 “God seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.God judges all 

humanity and all nations by that will of righteousness declared through the prophets and 

apostles ”   God still wants to be in a relationship with all of us.  Regardless of our earthly lives 

God wants to be with us eternally in the present and forever. This is the true essence of God, 

total love for us.God is love and I believe that the image of God that we have been created in is 

of Love. Sin is anything that separates us from God. God still loves us but how can we as 

humans say we love God when there is still racism, sexism and homophobia , just to name a 

few , or any other form of hate or separation from one another. Being in God’s image, God 

wants us to love everyone. The aimlessness come’s in not knowing how to love, the inability to 

open our hearts to love. God’s appearance as Jesus showed us how to love. Being in 

relationship requires work . Work in knowing how to love , following Jesus’ open heart. Over 

the many years God has inspired people that we know as prophets and apostles , and during 

their time on earth they taught us the word of God given to them by the Holy Spirit. These 

words were written down in what we call the Bible so that we can continue to learn God’s will 

for Humankind. These written words are not just a history of our faith but also a means of 

inspiration on how we are to be in constant relationship with God. 
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 “In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, God has come to us 

and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the whole creation to its 

Creator.”    I believe that Jesus of Nazareth is God incarnate to human form to live a life as a 

human and provide us with teachings and examples of godlike behavior.    Jesus was a man 

without sin because of his divinity. Jesus was born as a Jewish man in an occupied country. To 

the Romans and the Jewish elite Jesus could be seen as someone on the margins. To others 

Jesus was a simple man the son of a carpenter. Throughout the time of his ministry Jesus 

healed the sick, comforted the poor raised the dead and and preached the word of God. He 

continuously showed us how to love, the unconditional Love of God. His many miracles 

,parables, and teachings pointed to God’s ever present Love and how we as God’s creation can 

be like him. By example and word Jesus taught us how to be godlike with all people. Not just 

people like us but also people of all characteristics. People like the Elites who he called out 

because of their actions he did with Love. He spent time with people of the day that were on 

the margins like, the woman at the well ,the lepers, tax collectors, prostitutes and all others. 

Jesus poured out his love to everyone.  

 The passion of Christ tells us that in our sin and brokenness ,God, God’s Love, is still 

present. God did not leave Jesus on the cross  . God suffered , as Jesus did ,God shared our  

suffering by entering our lives as Jesus and taking our sins upon himself. Jesus’ death and 

resurrection redeemed us because it shows that God doesn’t and did not give up on us , God’s 

beloved human creation. Jesus the man was sinless and took on all of our disobedience to God 

upon Himself so that we could be in the presence of God throughout eternity. 
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 “God bestows upon us the Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, 

binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues and races.” Jesus set forth a covenant 

with the disciples about the coming of the Holy Spirit. John wrote “ “If you love me, you will keep 

my commandments.And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,to be with 

you forever.This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 

him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be inyou. “I will not 

leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see 

me; because I live, you also will live.On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 

and I in you.They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 

love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”Judas (not Iscariot) 

said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?”Jesus answered 

him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them 

and make our home with them.Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that 

you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.“I have said these things to you while I am 

still with you.But the Advocate,the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 

you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.( John 14:15-26 NRSV) I say “thank 

you” to God the Holy Spirit. In the Pentecost story Luke wrote   When the day of Pentecost had 

come, they were all together in one place.And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like 

the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability. (Acts 2:1-4 NRSV) With the Holy Spirit we can receive the inspiration of what God wants 

to share with us.  I believe that as part of the Trinity,  the Holy Spirit is God through an 
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inspirational means. The means of this inspiration is as unique as our fingerprints. It could be 

through music, spoken and written words, pictures,  or the silence of our own thoughts. 

Everyone can find the Spirit in their own way.  

 “God calls us into the church, to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be servants in 

the service of the whole world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat 

as his table, to join him in his passion and victory.”  God calls us into a community .  Calling us to 

church means that we are not alone but in the presence of others working towards God’s plan 

for humanity.  As we work towards discipleship we must remember that we are doing this work 

for our Creator and not for our own goals.  This means that sometimes we need to sacrifice 

what we may want in order to be more Christ like in the helping of others.  The more we 

preach, teach, and act in accordance to what the gospels tell us, the more we are able to live a 

life that is pleasing to God and one that works against the powers of evil.  “Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).  By being baptized into the world of Christ and 

eating at His table we are not only a witness to Christ’s passion but we can stand with Christ 

against evil and pronounce Christ’s victory. 

 There’s an expression “talk the talk and walk the walk”. Being a christian at times can be  

challenging. We not only have to “talk the talk” but also “ walk the walk” Being a disciple of 

Christ requires that we proclaim the Good News but to also follow the teachings and examples 

of how Jesus led his life. How many times in scripture has Jesus called out hypocrites , people 

that said one thing but did something else. I can recall times when I’ve condemned the actions 

of others but did not consider my actions egregious or equally as sinful. The cost of being a 

disciple is monetary and personal. As a Christian we should be providing some form of financial 
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assistance to our church. The cost of discipleship can also have a personal element. Living out 

your life as a Christian can separate you from some people. Some people may not wish to be 

with you because of your belief and actions. There are some you would not to be around 

because of their sinful actions. However on the flip side being a Christian also provides you with 

a community. A community that offers support and understanding based on Jesus’ teachings 

and God’s love. 

 “God promises to all who trust in the gospel forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 

courage in the struggle for justice and peace, the presence of the Holy Spirit in trial and 

rejoicing, and eternal life in that kingdom which has no end.” .God is with us through out our 

lives “ in trial and rejoicing” . By trusting God we will be with our creator for eternity. Trusting 

God for me means believing in God. Believing in the pure love that is God. We can find many 

examples of God’s love through the life of Jesus. 

 Micah 6:8 states that we should do justice. I see one of my roles as minister in the UCC to 

continually work towards justice for all. There are many ways in which justice in our society can 

and should be addressed. I’m proud that the church I’m a member of is Open and Affirming. 

However this is just one small community. I believe that all churches should be Open and 

Affirming. Being ONA is not just about the LBGTQ community but should also include all within 

our society at large, such as immigrants, people with disabilities ,widows and orphans   and any 

others that are on the margins. Being with God in community is accepting of all people in 

community as a whole. I would love living in a world that embraces the love of God and reflects 

that love back to all people. As a minister in the UCC one of my roles would be to take the love 

of community we have within our church  and expand this God love to all of society outside of 
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our own church walls. Being children of God, accepting Jesus as our savior, and abiding with the 

Holy Spirit we can enter eternal life with God rejoicing with all of God’s welcomed children. 

 “Blessing and honor, glory and power unto God.  Amen.” 

   We acknowledge the Glory and Honor of our Creator.  We are blessed by God’s Glory 

and we are succumbed by the power that God has.  The greatest power that God shows us is 

the power of love– not only the love God has for us, but the love for others that God has 

inspired in all of us.  God has given us the ability to love; it is incumbent upon us as children of 

God to offer and to show our love to all the people of God. 

 In summary I look at the United Church of Christ, (UCC) Statement of Faith as a guide to 

being Christian within the this denomination. The UCC has a lot of history of being present with 

the most vulnerable people. We support all people and this includes people on the margins, the 

people often forgotten or pushed aside by society. Jesus ministered to all people not some or 

the most needing but all. The doors of the UCC are open to all people. 

Baptism 

 Growing up as a Roman Catholic I was taught that the reason for Baptism was to cleanse 

us from the stain of original sin.  This sin and the stain associated with it was born with us.

 Today, I believe that Baptism is the beginning of being in community with Christ and the 

Church Universal.  In 1Peter 3:21, “And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a 

removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Baptism is the beginning of our Christian life.   I believe it should 

begin as an infant.  As an infant you are being brought into a community of believers who will 
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help you and nourish you in the faith as you grow into maturity.  Baptism gives you a new life – 

a bond between Christ, the people of the faith community, and the baptized.  The parents of 

the baptized play an important role in the development of the faith of the baptized child.  With 

the parents and the community of faith, the child grows continuously – being baptized is just 

the beginning of a lifelong growth with Christ and the Church community.  This growth will 

contain its struggles with continued support of the church community (including the parents), 

the product of this growth will be a closer relationship with God through Christ and the Holy 

Spirit.  This is just as Jesus received the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove: “And when Jesus had 

been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him” (Matthew 3:16).  I 

believe the Holy Spirit becomes indwell in us at the time of baptism. 

 Baptism is only the beginning of our call as Christians.  In Matthew 28:18-20 it says, 

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 

you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’” From the very beginning we 

should be taught the importance of being in community and of sharing of the gospels to others.  

Being baptized into a community of faith is just the beginning of our journey into our 

relationship with God and all of God’s people.  Baptism is be done publicly so the entire 

community of believers can participate not only in the act of baptism but also the continued 

support of the baptized. This is also a time when the community of faith can remember their 

own baptism, as a time of their welcoming and acceptance into a community.  In the child’s 
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continued growth into adulthood, the community is being constantly reminded of the goodness 

of being with the church and in God’s presence. 

 The use of water in Baptism to me is the symbolic and mystical way in which the Holy 

Spirit becomes indwelled in all of us. Remember the writings of when Jesus was baptized in the 

waters of the Jordan “the Holy Spirit descended on him in the bodily form of a dove”. (Luke 

3:22) 

 To summarize, I believe that baptism is a sacrament that is not only the first step but 

also a vital step into the life of being in a Christian church community, growing in faith, and 

developing a relationship with the Lord.  This is the beginning of a lifelong journey, including a 

commitment to serve God in whatever type of calling God bestows upon each one of us and for 

the people of this world. 

Communion 

“For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 

night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 

said, ‘This is my body, which is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way 

also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’  For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 

11:23-26). These are the first written instructions of communion by Paul in his letter to 

the Corinthians. The other references to communion in the Gospels came some twenty 

to fifty years later. 
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   The root word for communion is the same as for community.  Within the communion 

liturgy we have the renewing of Christ through the Holy Spirit.  Some of the words of institution 

are thanking God, remembering Christ, calling of the Holy Spirit, and joining of community.  You 

can find these within the words offered in the United Church of Christ (UCC) Book of Worship. 

 Before sharing the bread and cup Jesus thanked God.  After thanking and blessing He 

asked that we remember Him.  We ask the Holy Spirit to give us strength in the remembrance 

of the death and resurrection of Christ.  All of this is done openly with our community of 

believers. 

 The elements used in the service are also meaningful and symbolic.  The bread and wine 

begin as God’s creation of wheat and grapes.  They are then transformed by human hands into 

bread and wine, or grape juice.  These were also the elements Jesus used for his gathering 

before he was betrayed in what we commonly refer to as the “Last Supper”, the time just 

before his betrayal and walk to the cross.  The Last Supper was one of the last times Jesus 

would be with us in ordinary human form. During this time Jesus brings us together into 

community. 

 When praying to the Holy Spirit I believe that Jesus becomes present within the 

elements, and the sharing of these elements in community brings us to a fuller remembrance of 

our salvation through Christ death and resurrection.  We develop a oneness with Christ by this 

sharing of the elements, which is all done in community.  When Paul wrote the words to the 

Corinthians he was writing to a community.  Sharing of the Eucharist, which means 

thanksgiving, is truly a miracle for me each time not only because of its meaning but because of 
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the power this Sacrament has for the community and all the people within the community.  

Each time I share in the Eucharist I feel a closer connection to Christ, remembering the pain and 

anguish of his death.  I remember how this wonderful man who had done so much for the 

world around him was punished and killed in such a horrible manner.  Christ showed 

humankind how to love completely and without exception.   

At this time, I am also reminded of his resurrection and how this simple man is also truly divine; 

He came to Earth to continue to teach and show us that the world as we know it is just a small 

place in time. 

 In summary, I believe that Communion is a time for the community of God’s children to 

gather and remember not only the time Christ spent with us but the reason for his time with us.  

Communion reminds us of His painful journey to the cross and the joyous time of His 

resurrection, so that we may have a relationship with God in the Kingdom everlasting.  

Communion is a time to call upon the Holy Spirit to remind us of Jesus’ good works and to 

inspire us to be more like Him in loving and caring for all people.   

Trinity 

 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost – this was the Trinity I was taught as a young man: three in 

one with no true explanation of their roles or of their importance.   This is all I knew when 

growing up.  My theology has grown over the years.  Today, for me, the trinity is God together 

with Jesus and the Holy Spirit all inclusive with different roles: God the Creator, Jesus the 

Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit as the Sustainer.  As a human, I cannot fully understand the 

magnificence that is the Trinity; I can only acknowledge what I believe the Trinity represents to 
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me.  With God the Creator all things are brought into being.  The entire cosmos, everything we 

see, hear, touch, and know about and things we have not yet learned, all come from the 

creative power of God.  Prior to Adam’s and Eve’s fall they were the only humans to know God 

in a way unlike humans of today. While I believe the Adam and Eve story to be a metaphor , it 

demonstrates to me how we as humans can chose earthly tings above God, effectively placing 

God second. They were given all that God had to offer with only one exception.  One of the 

greatest gifts God gave Adam and Eve was free will.  They chose to sin against God by listening 

to evil. That act separated them from God. This separation is what I believe to be the fall of 

humanity. Because of our sinful nature we are not fully present with God..  Jesus came to us in 

human form for the salvation from our sins against God.  While still divine, Jesus shows us 

through his Word and His actions how to be better humans.  Jesus taught us how we should 

care for everyone including people on the margins of society, whatever those margins may be 

in today’s society.  In Jesus’ time, people on the margins were those that were sick, poor, 

thieves, and people who were just not loved by others.  Today, people on the margins could be 

immigrants, gay people, drug addicts, and people who are not loved by others.  Jesus’ 

redeeming nature showed us that we should open our hearts to those people then and now.  

The salvation comes with his death and resurrection. Jesus died blameless of any sin.  The Holy 

Spirit is God’s way of sustaining us through our journey here on earth in human form.  The Holy 

Spirit acts as a sort of information system of what God wants from us, there to remind us of 

Jesus’ suffering for us, his good works, miracles, parables, and the true essence of love.  The 

Holy Spirit can also be inspirational about what God wants from us and what we should do.  It’s 

not easy always doing the right thing according to God’s will , I look at Jesus’s suffering and I 
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believe that he suffered very much more than I ever would or could and knowing that helps me 

from sinning and being a better person. 

  

 In summary I look at the Trinity as one Holy being with three functions in name.  I say 

“in name” because we as humans cannot truly comprehend what God’s complete meaning.  

The Trinity gives us the ability to make sense of how God created everything, how God came to 

earth, how God inspires us, and how wonderful God truly is.  That’s why I believe that the 

Trinity is three into one, all being equal and important. 

How do I fit into the United Church of Christ (UCC) 

 Very early on I knew I wanted church; maybe more accurately, I needed church.  What I 

was searching for was not a building or a set of rules but a welcoming environment.  The UCC 

has provided that environment to me , even more explicitly my on church being ONA 

I believe that the UCC brings community together for preaching, teaching, good works, 

and following in the footsteps of Jesus of Nazareth.   Being drawn into community is what I 

admire and want to be part of, and I believe the UCC is at the forefront of helping people be in 

community.  Our roots in the UCC are aligned with what I believe the UCC works for: a just 

society under God living in a manner that Jesus taught us. I believe it begins with the way the 

Congregationalists formed their church, being autonomous and allowing for growth to come 

from within the community.  The Congregationalists built a community from within, growing 

outward with everyone having a voice about how they wanted to grow with God.  The history 

of the UCC blends four denominations into one body.  The largest groups to enter into covenant 
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were the Congregationalists, very similar to them were the  Christians, a denomination that 

sprung out of the need for independence.   The Congregationalists have their beginning with 

the Puritans.  The Puritans wanted to be part of the Anglican Church but wanted to reform it in 

an effort to purify the church.  The Puritans were God fearing people who believed in Jesus; to 

them, Church had everything to do with society and diversity was the hallmark of the early 

Puritans.   The other churches that melded into the UCC were the Reformed Church and 

Evangelical Church.  These churches had more of a “church” structure as they were more 

unified groups as opposed to the individual idealism of the other two churches.  Blending these 

four churches together gave us what we know today as the UCC.  I believe that the UCC brings 

community together for preaching, teaching, good works, and following in the footsteps of 

Jesus of Nazareth.   Being drawn into community is what I admire and want to be part of, and I 

believe the UCC is at the forefront of helping people be in community.  Our roots in the UCC are 

aligned with what I believe the UCC works for: a just society under God living in a manner that 

Jesus taught us.  To care for all people, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28); while 

I obviously was not in the room at the time I can only imagine the representatives of all four 

denominations that gathered to form the UCC may well have been thinking about this passage. 

To care for all people.  

 I believe that as a Christian denomination we worship and strive for the sharing of the 

gospel with all people.  As a welcoming church I found a home here within the UCC.  I believe 

that all people of faith are welcome to the communion table of Jesus Christ.  As a community of 

faith I also believe that we need to be of service to others.  This service can find many ways of 
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enriching our lives and the lives of others, and the opportunities are limited only by a 

willingness to join.  Within the UCC you will find a variety of people on differing paths on their 

journey of faith.  As the UCC motto says, “God is still Speaking,” so we must be open to listening 

to what God is saying. 

 The UCC is well known for its work on social justice and I believe this work needs to 

continue. We are all children of God and during Jesus’ time here on Earth he spoke up against 

injustice. As ministers and members of the UCC we also have an obligation to speak out about 

injustice in whatever form it takes and wherever we may encounter it.  

 When I began my working career in 1978 I never would imagined that the skills I was to 

learn in my long tenure in sales and management would be of value in ministry.  A valuable trait 

I developed over the years was that of self-motivation.    As a pastor you have a responsibility to 

your congregation; and while there needs to be properly established boundaries, there also 

needs to be a willingness to be available.  As I see it, a pastor’s jobs is not a nine-to-five, punch-

in and punch-out type of calling.  Another area in which I developed skill was with 

communication.  Being able to speak with people individually, in small groups, and in large 

groups requires that you be able to effectively let the listener know what you are saying 

accurately and also letting them know they are being heard.  Imagine a preacher giving a 

sermon on the Trinity and they only mention God and the Holy Spirit.  As a preacher, because of 

my ability to communicate verbally, I believe I can effectively preach the Gospel.  Part of 

communication is also in the listening.  My belief is that in order to be able to speak to or with 

someone you must first have knowledge of what they said. This requires active listening.   Very 
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much like a pastor, I would not be of value to a congregant during pastoral counseling if I didn’t 

pay attention to what the person needed and wanted. As a Chaplain there is a real need to be 

present and attentive.  The same can be applied to sermons; by listening to what the 

congregation needs or what’s happening in the community or in the world, I can deliver a 

message relevant to what is happening in the moment. 

    Having been involved with charity groups, social clubs, and nonprofits I have a good 

working knowledge of what the challenges of working in a church can be.  While these 

organizations are different from a business, the work involved is similar.  The only difference 

between a company and these other types of organizations is outcome; for a business, the end 

result is profit, while  for the others it could be anything from added charity funding to keeping 

the doors of a church open.  Some could say the Jesus was a manager, teaching, motivating and 

leading his Apostles.  This is what I strive to accomplished within my Ministry. 

Conclusion 

 My hope with this paper  is to have given the reader a good working knowledge of who 

Bert Coté is.  I am a man who loves God, who knows that Jesus died and was resurrected for 

our salvation, and who knows that the Holy Spirit guides us every day.  I believe that I have the 

necessary skill set and the willingness to continue to grow in ministry.   My journey has been to 

work for God and my discernment is to become a minister or a chaplain. The questions that still 

remain are what type of ministry I will be called to? Does the Creator of all want me to lead a 

congregation of 300 or one of 30?  Perhaps my calling will be that of an associate Pastor helping 

a senior Pastor with whatever his or her needs may be. Perhaps it is to be a Chaplain, 
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ministering to people during what could be one of their  most vulnerable times in their life, God 

created me for something, Jesus saved me, and the Holy Spirit will guide me. May God show a 

blessing on me for completion of one journey and the beginning of another. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


