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As I sit down to write this ordination paper, a paper in dialog with the United Church of 

Christ Statement of Faith, I find myself reflecting upon words provided to me by the Spirit 

through study, prayer and preparation for delivering sermons, writing Sunday School lessons, 

facilitating workshops, leading Youth Group and confirmation. I love God, love the Bible and 

love speaking, teaching, and preaching about God. There is nothing that leaves me feeling as 

fulfilled as leading worship on Sunday mornings.  If some of these words sound familiar to those

who have heard me preach or teach, you may have already heard me convey some of these same 

thoughts, ideas, words and concepts.

The United Church of Christ Statement of Faith begins with our denomination's 

collective statement regarding the existence of God. It is followed by seven assertions as to what 

we know about God's actions in the world. It concludes with a declaration affirming that the 

statement and its contents are about God and for no other purpose. Finally, it is punctuated with 

Amen, a resolute confirmation and affirmation of the preceding statements. In this paper I reflect 

first upon God, then upon each of the seven assertions. In many cases I recall how I came to my 

understanding and note sources when possible. Finally I comment on the concluding words of 

the Statement of Faith.

We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, who is made known to us in Jesus our brother, and to
whose deeds we testify:

It is important to note that the United Church of Christ Statement of Faith is a statement 

about our denominational community and our commonality with all of Christianity. The “We” of 

the first sentence differs from some ancient creeds such as the Apostles' Creed or Nicene Creed, 
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which focus on the “I” of individual faith.  The Statement of Faith reflects later creeds and 

confessions in its usage of “We,” such as found in the  Chalcedonian Creed, Belgic Confession, 

and Helvetic Confession. 

Whether the “we” versus “I” language is a result of honest theological development and 

understanding, or reflective of growing schism (“we” believe this, “they” believe that...) within 

the Kingdom of God, the “We” causes me to recall what Karl Barth wrote regarding the Lord's 

Prayer. Similar to way Barth used “Us,” the sentiment “We” refers to those who are with Jesus 

and with each other in being with Jesus.1 As a uniting church, the “We” of the UCC Statement of 

Faith invites all those who find common understanding to join with the UCC in worship, serving,

seeking, and placing faith in God.

It is through the mystery of the Trinity that “We” are offered three invitations to get to 

know God better. Christ enumerated the three personas of the singular Trinitarian God (Matt 

28:19). The three revealed aspects or personages of God are the paternalistic Father, our spiritual 

sibling Jesus Christ the Son, and Her graciousness the Holy Spirit. All three interact with 

individuals in different ways allowing Christians to come to know God in a meaningful and deep

way. As examples of connection, I find great comfort with, and have taken direction from, the 

Holy Spirit as She was at my conversion experience July 2, 2008. Others have found relief in 

knowing that God, in the person of the Father, is a parent looking out for them. Still others most 

fully enjoy a relationship based on siblinghood with Christ. The reality of God in trinity allows 

those seeking God to find and develop their own personal relationship with God.

Jesus Christ is the greatest and most explicit expression of God in terms of learning what 

1 Barth, Karl Prayer:50th Anniversary Edition (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press 2002) p. 44
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God wants of us. Christ is our prophet, our king and our priest.2 Christ as prophet serves as our 

instructor and teacher, showing the way of righteousness and providing a moral compass, much 

as the prophets of old. As our acknowledged king, we are his subjects and graced with many 

benefits: love, salvation, life, protection, inspiration and more. As our priest, Christ is the sole 

mediator necessary for us to connect to God, for to connect to Christ is to connect to God.  

Jesus Christ is the best lens for us to view God's motivations. God's intentions towards 

humanity can be discerned by examining the teachings and actions of Christ. To quote Gabriel 

Fackre, “Whatever we say about God, the central character of the Christian Story, must be drawn

first and foremost from the central event in that epic, Jesus Christ.”3 In Christ we see a loving 

God who hopes humanity, created with its free-will, will choose love and peace while refuting 

evil and sin. Through Christ we have the opportunity for redemption and reconnection with God.

God is omnipotent.  There are no limits on God's power other than that which God 

chooses to accept, and only to the extent God wishes to accept them. God's omnipotence allows 

God to do whatever God wishes to do according to how God wishes to do it despite process 

theologies and theologians' attempts to limit, or express limits of, God's power. There are no 

limits to God, and should God wish to make a change to Godself, God can do so.

God is omniscient. God knows everything; everything that has happened, everything 

happening, everything that will happen. This is not to say that humanity does not have free will, 

but that God knows how each of us will choose. Life is an improvisational theater4 with God 

knowing the outcome before the audience is ever seated. God being omnipotent could write the 

2 Calvin, John Institutes of the Christian Religion (Peabody: Hendrickson. 2017) p. 317-322
3 Fackre, Gabriel The Christian Story (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co. 1996) p. 49
4 This idea of life being improvisational theater, a performance, a game has come to me via various sources over 

the years. The earliest two I recall being the rock band Rush's song Limelight and the novels of John Dalmas 
including The Regiment and The Reality Matrix.
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exact dialog and action for each actor and actress. But instead, allows for humanity to help write 

the story. God knows how the story will be written.

God is omnipresent. God is everywhere. God is present throughout creation and God's 

work can be seen in our lives everyday if we seek to see God. Creation was not a singular event, 

but a force set into nature and the laws of the universe. God's actions and activities can be 

perceived, if one can slow down enough to sense them. God brings events and individuals into 

our experience. 

Whatever I say about God, and God's actions, I must temper with an understanding that 

God is beyond time, beyond space, and beyond our collective imagination. While I make 

assertions, and place faith in these assertions, I must remember the lesson of Job (Job 38 & 39) in

which God informs humanity that the way the world and universe function is beyond human 

understanding. As such, should the Almighty present me with another perspective, it would 

definitely be considered.

God calls the worlds into being, creates humankind in the divine image, and sets before us the 
ways of life and death.

God calls the worlds into being and sets the mysteries of life before us. God calls us to 

experience these mysteries and to enjoy the wonder of it all, rather than to try to make sense of it.

God laid the foundation of the Earth (Job 38:4) and set the heavens in motion (Job 38:12).

Humanity is created in the image of God, but that is not the same as being God. If it were,

the universe would be a disaster with omnipotent beings wreaking all sorts of havoc. God's 

image is not a physical image, or humans would all look the same. Humanity's image is not 

God's for God does not sin.  All of humanity is created with four things in common with God. 
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We all have souls. We have free-will. We are creative. We have a capacity for love.

In regards to our having souls, we are spiritual beings. We are eternal beings. John 3:16 

uses the word aiṓnios5 “eternal”to describe the life we are to enjoy if we believe Jesus is the son 

of God. If we understand eternal to mean without beginning and without end, it means we are a 

lot more than our time spent here on Earth. As an eternal being, I recognize the temporary nature 

of our time in this world. "For who knows what is good for mortals while they live the few days 

of their vain life, which they pass like a shadow?" (Ecc 6:12). We are eternal actors who get to 

share an earthly improvisational stage with one another until we are written out of the scene, and 

move on to the set eternal.  

In regards to our free-will, we are free to act and speak and think in our own way within 

human limitations.  We can choose to listen to God, and choose to obey God, by selecting the 

path of life (Deut 30:19). Our free-will and intent from time to time is unaligned with God's 

plans. There are instances of God being coercive to suit God's purpose. For example God 

hardened Pharaoh's heart (Ex 7:3) as well as the heart of the King of Heshbon (Deut 2:30). 

Generally God allows our free-will.

Through our free-will we get to engage in the act of creation. We get to take materials 

provided to us by God and put them into forms for productivity, for pleasure, and for beauty. 

While certain animals, like beavers, paperwasps, and birds get to create and build nests and 

homes, they do not do so out of sense of beauty but as a result of the instinct with which God 

endowed them. When humanity indulges in creation, this creation might be functional (a 

hammer), for pleasure (a dessert), or for the sake of artistic creation itself. Sculpture, painting, 

poetry, and other artistic expressions echo the beauty of creation which God has already 

5 McReynolds, Paul R. (editor) Word Study Greek-English New Testament (Carol Stream: Tyndale 1993) p,335
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wrought.I have enjoyed using the creativity which God has blessed me with to come up with fun 

Sunday School lessons and meaningful spiritual development programs.  

Finally, we have the ability to love.  God calls us to love God (Deut 6:5),  our neighbor, 

and ourselves (Lev 19:18) as God has called people to do since creation. God also calls us to 

love our partners (Gen 2:24, Mk 10:8, Eph 5:31). This ability to love is a blessing we share with 

our creator, and though we may try to be perfect in our love, God's capacity for love is so much 

greater.

While God created us in God's image, it is our humanity which sets us on the path of 

death. The story of Eden, with the two trees, the Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of 

Good and Evil (Gen 2:9), provides an understanding of how human nature, and its inevitable sin,

brings us to death. In knowing how to sin, we are tempted to sin. The sins of the ancestors result 

in trauma perpetuated and transmitted through the generations (Ex 34:7). However, it is not God 

who punishes the future generations and society. Rather, it is the consequence of human action 

which blights society. Through sin, we inevitably die (Rom 6:23) and are destroyed by way of 

the outer darkness (Matt 8:12), consumption by flame (Matt 13:50), or cut into pieces (Matt 

24:51).

Fortunately, through God's grace we are repeatedly invited to walk the way of Life. We 

again get to partake of the Fruit of the Tree of Life. Christ, through which we all enjoy life (John 

1:4), is the light which overcomes the darkness of sin (Heb 1:3). Through the new covenant in 

Jesus Christ (Matt 26:28), we can be forgiven of our sins and gifted with eternal life. Once 

returned to the path of life, we pray for God to continue to lead us (Ps 119:35) and provide us 

with direction (Ps 119:105) as we seek to walk the path of life.
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God seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.

God loves us, though we do not deserve it. God loves us in many ways. Among them are 

as parent, as sibling, as caregiver In the person of the Father, the love expressed is storge,6 that of

a parent, the love resulting from kinship. As the Father's adopted children (Eph 1:5) God has 

affection for us and wants good things for us. In the person of Christ, Philia.7 is the style of love 

God displays in Christ. In philia, God loves us as a close friend or sibling. Philia provides a 

sense of solidarity for the faithful.  It is the love that comrades in service can develop for each 

other, thereby becoming the people you would go anywhere for, people for whom you would do 

anything. It is the love David has for Jonathan (1 Sam 18). The Holy Spirit provides us with the 

energizing charitable love of the church, Agape.8 Through the Holy Spirit's constant interventions

and assistance, God demonstrates God's love for all people. It is Her impulses which drive 

disciples and believers to attend to the needs of others. Her presence is a constant reminder of 

God's righteousness and justice.

Each of these loves God has for all of humanity, are loves undeserved due to our sinful 

imperfection. God is perfect and we are not. It is the love that we, as Christians, strive to emulate

and perfect so we can share it with all of humanity. Rather than love only the perfect and 

righteous, we should love all humanity in its imperfection.  This is the love Christ speaks of 

repeatedly in the New Testament. This is the love which reaches out despite the presence of sin.

It is noteworthy, that UCC statement of faith notes that God seeks to save “all people” not

just those predestined for salvation. This departs from the Calvinistic thought present, at least 

partially, in three of the four roots of the UCC.  I agree with this departure, as the free-will God 

6 Lewis, Clive Staples The Four Loves (New York: Mariner Books 1991) p. 31
7 Lewis, Clive Staples The Four Loves (New York: Mariner Books 1991) p. 57
8 Lewis, Clive Staples The Four Loves (New York: Mariner Books 1991) p. 116
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grants us would be meaningless in the face of predestination. 

It is further remarkable that the verb in the statement is “seeks.” It is not “saves,” as those

who believe in universal salvation would have us understand. God allows us to reject God. 

Through our sins, of which we can be forgiven through Christ, we reject God's saving love and 

in doing so refute the salvation God wishes us to accept. This is the core of the problem Christ 

resolves.  

As Stephen Chbosky put it, “We accept the love we think we deserve.”9 Similarly, we 

reject the love we think we do not deserve. After we sin it is natural for us to desire to isolate 

ourselves from God, like a teenager hiding in his bedroom after having upset his parents. The 

unworthiness of the sinner makes it difficult for the sinner to change and accept God's love and 

salvation.  The nature of sin being that which keeps us from God, many of us have a hard time 

accepting God's love, God's gifts, and God's purpose for us. One of the many purposes of the 

church is to enable people to realize that they are loved by God, and that their sins can be 

overcome. I am fulfilled when I get to provide this message.

Our eternal God loves the believers, and God loves the unbelievers. God loves the law 

abiding, and God loves the criminal. God loves the righteous, and God loves the sinner. God 

loves the followers with proper understanding, and God loves the heretics. God loves the 

martyrs, and God loves those who killed them. God loves Jesus, and God loves the soldier who 

nailed Jesus to the cross.

While Pelagius may assert humans, “do either good or evil only by our own free will,”10 I 

believe humanity is not wired to live a sin-free life. One can call it Original Sin, the human 

9 Chbosky, Stephen the perks of being a wallflower (New York: Gallery Books, 1999) p. 24
10 Pelagius Letter to Demetrias part 8 as found in Burns, J. Patout (ed) Theological Anthropology (Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press, 1981) p.49
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condition, or the nature of life, it does not matter.  We want things. We take things. We have 

moments which are not our finest. We say and do things we ought not to say. We rationalize why 

we do something we should not have done or don't do something we should have done. We 

leverage various systems in which we enjoy certain privileges that others do not. This damages 

our souls, and regardless of how removed we are from the impact of our actions, at a certain 

level we know we have done wrong.

No matter how one comes to understand what exactly happened on the cross and through 

the resurrection, we do know Jesus did something for us. I hold and have held the following 

beliefs regarding the meaning and and power of Christ's death and resurrection: (a)Christ dying 

for our sins, because sin must be paid for by death, (b)Christ defeating the very nature of sin, and

we, as his followers, get to participate in the victory over sin, (c)Christ creating a new covenant 

in him, thereby replacing the old covenant, (d)Christ serving as an atoning sacrifice similar to the

sin sacrifices in the temple. (e)Christ heroically interposing himself between the cosmic forces 

which can claim us. (f) Christ standing as intermediary and connecting the lowly sinner to the 

perfect God. (g)Christ demonstrating the power of God's love and promise by fulfilling God's 

promise in the resurrection providing faithful and faith-filled hope in all the other promises of 

God, or (h) some other understanding (again Job 38 & 39 illuminates the folly of attempting to 

completely understand God's divine systems). We know the Lamb of God wrote a blank check 

and covered the cost of our sins. He covered the bill for each and everyone of us who has placed 

our faith in Jesus Christ, for in Love, God sent Jesus to the world to redeem us. Christ's sacrifice 

on the cross is essential for each individual to be able to get past their own flaws (real and 

perceived) by accepting God's love, which in turn allows one to discern the work God calls one 
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to do.

God judges all humanity and all nations by that will of righteousness declared through 
prophets and apostles.

God judges humanity both individually and as a society. As individuals, God demands we

cease to do evil and learn to do good; to seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, 

and plead for the widow. (Is 1:16-17) God calls us to be fair in our business dealings. (Amos 8:4-

6) God as the source of righteousness, (Luke 18:9)  calls us to always be mindful of God as we 

seek to follow God's way. (Micah 6:8) When we begin to think that the source of righteousness is

not God, but rather ourselves, or human nature, confusion follows.  

For example, in God, we love our neighbor and as a result treat them as equals. This is 

equality. This is good. However, treating people with equality in mind, absent the benefit of 

God's love and only the notions of human justice, historically has resulted in the guillotine of the 

French Revolution and the Bolshevik extermination of the Kulaks. God's righteousness provides 

the lens we as individuals need to use to properly moderate our sense of virtue.

As a society, God calls us to be gracious and helpful to our neighbors and not take 

advantage of weakness (Obadiah 1:12-14). God promises to punish the unjust nations (Is 13:11). 

Scripture, which uses Babylon both literally (Is 13:1-14:23) and figuratively (Rev 18), informs 

us of the ways oppressive societies are inevitably brought down. God's righteousness and justice 

is embedded in the natural progression of history through the ages, and woe to those nations that 

choose to ignore it. Just as individual human trauma is carried down through the generations, 

societal trauma is carried down as well. Sin issues forth more sin.

As I write today, Kurds are being killed by Turks in Eastern Anatolia. As I chat with  
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Armenian family and friends, some take the high road, but others state, “big surprise the Turks 

are ethnic cleansing. Not that I will shed many tears for the Kurds. You know some Kurds 

participated in the (Armenian) genocide.” An awful trauma inflicted over a century ago, of which

there are only a handful of living survivors who can claim that they personally suffered during 

the genocide, still manages to fuel an impediment to loving one's neighbor and an inability to 

forgive.  This impediment leads to the unrighteous manner in which the nations of the world turn

their backs on oppressed peoples.  God, who tells us to love, will not be pleased with nations 

who are indifferent towards the Kurdish people during their time of need. 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord,God has come to us and 
shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the whole creation to its 
Creator.

The Word became Flesh. The Savior of the World came. The Light of the World stepped 

down into our darkness. The Son of God was born into an unjust society. He walked among us. 

He experienced humanity as a human being.  In doing so, Jesus was the most accessible and 

explicit expression of God humanity has ever experienced, and we long for Christ's return.

For three decades, God, as Jesus, lived as a Galilean peasant residing in the small 

agricultural village of Nazareth. It sounds like an ideal bucolic setting in which to grow up, but 

Jesus lived in different times. Jesus lived at a time when the picture of life included one in five 

women dying in childbirth. Sadly, these early deaths exceeded the percentage of children who 

died before reaching adulthood.  In Christ's own life, his earthly father, Joseph, present in the 

manger, is absent at the time of the crucifixion.

If you consider the life of Jesus, he lived at time when society was managed for the 

benefit of Rome, not the people.  The tax collector was viewed as a traitor.  Society did not even 
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pretend to be just. Jesus lived at a time when debilitating illness or infirmity could be viewed as a

shameful sign of sinfulness or divine punishment. Jesus lived at a time when the person to be 

pitied was the childless widow, not just for her loneliness, but even more for the lack of 

economic support.

Jesus lived at a time, when the peasantry was often viewed as not good enough by the 

Romans, or the Kings, or the Priests, or the learned. Even Jesus was rejected by those in his 

home town of Nazareth. Growing up in that little community, working in the building trade, 

experiencing the losses and sources of anger, stress, frustration and sadness, Jesus shed the tears 

we ourselves shed. Jesus lived at a time when a life was considered to be a long happy life if you,

as the Psalmist (Ps. 128) writes, "see your children's children." Given the early age of both 

marriage and childbearing, a long happy life could be counted in as few as 30 years.

The Gospel writers inform us of Christ's cries. Jesus wept (John 11:35) when Lazarus died.  

Jesus wept for the fate of Jerusalem (Luke 19:41).

Jesus lived a life that brought him to the cross. There Christ suffered and died. Three days

later Christ arose still fully human, and still fully divine. 

Christ ascended to Heaven bringing with him not mere knowledge of human frustration 

pain and suffering, not just the knowledge of sadness and melancholy,  he also brought with him 

the experience of human joy and human pleasure. For our sake and for our understanding, we 

worship the God who literally lived through the joys and suffering of mortal human life. This is 

the Christ of people grieving and people celebrating. This is the Christ of whom I preach and 

teach. 

God bestows upon us the Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, 
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binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.

Luke records Jesus' final instruction to the Apostles in Acts, "you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the Earth.” (Acts 1:8) The Book of Acts reports the 

coming of the Holy Spirit, and proclamation of the Gospel in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria. 

Through the Holy Spirit, the Church and the Gospel spread to Ethiopia,  Asia Minor, Greece, and

Italy. In fact, when Paul arrives in the area of Rome, he found that through the Holy Spirit, the 

Church was already there (Acts 28:14).  Thus, Acts of the Apostles might be better titled Acts of 

the Holy Spirit and the Infant Kingdom of God, or possibly Church chapter 1. Paul's final words 

recorded in Acts affirms the work and message of the Holy Spirit and the church for all 

humanity, "Let it be known to you then that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; 

they will listen.”(Acts 28:28)

Consider who made up this early church and its leaders. Think about who Jesus called to 

spread the Gospel. Jesus called on some rather common people to do some amazing work on his 

behalf. Jesus did not call on the High Priest of the Temple in Jerusalem, a King or Emperor, or an

eloquent scholar to spread the message and grow the church. At the beginning of the Gospel and 

again in Acts, Jesus calls  regular folks to do his work. He started with some fishermen, a tax 

collector, and some other regular guys who we know next to nothing about. I am part of this 

succession of common people answering God's call .

Through the efforts of the Holy Spirit using people of all ages, tongues, and races to do 

amazing things, Christianity and her church have moved beyond being an quirky little Jewish 

offshoot into a movement and became the largest religious group in the world. Today there are 
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almost 2.2 billion Christians around the world, making up 31.4% of the worlds population11. The 

living church continues to reexamine itself, through the work of mystics, scholars, theologians,  

pastors, and laity. Through the needs and events of the world, the church is continuously charged 

to love in new ways. The healthy church keeps reforming and re-forming itself all with the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit. I look forward to participating in this process.

God calls us into the church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be servants in the 
service of the whole human family, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the 
powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table,to join him in his passion 
and victory.

Discipleship is a goal, an aspiration, that we as Christians constantly are moving toward. 

Jesus warns us that being a disciple is not something to enter into in a calculating or negotiating 

manner (Luke 14:28-32) and that there will be a cost that each of us must pay (Luke 14:27).  

Being believers in and seekers of Jesus Christ, our best course of action in moving towards 

discipleship is to put ourselves in God's loving hands and simply do our best. In doing our best, 

we find joy in discipleship. Our acts of discipleship, service, prayer, study, fellowship, caring and

loving bring us closer to God and provide a sense of fulfillment as we live in a manner pleasing 

to God and in accordance with the purpose of our creation.

As God calls God's followers individually and the church as a whole to serve the whole 

human family, which is Christ's family. Christ said, “Whoever serves me must follow me, and 

where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.”(John 

12:26) Our world today presents many opportunities to serve Jesus Christ. The world's hungry,  

thirsty, unwelcomed,  unclothed, sick, and imprisoned are all members of Christ's family. Indeed 

they represent Christ. As Christ said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

11 https://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/
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these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matt 25:35-40). As such, I am saddened

there is so much opportunity, and yet honored to be able to the work Christ calls me to do.

Christ calls us to go out into the world and evangelize. He said, “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”(Matt 28:19). The 

Good News of Jesus Christ, in its totality, needs to be proclaimed continuously throughout the 

world. The Gospel provides hope and the promise of a day when God “will wipe every tear from 

their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first 

things have passed away.”(Rev 21:4). This promise and hope, the Gospel I love to preach and 

teach, needs to be heard by those oppressed and those facing the evil within the world.

The UCC Book of Worship rightly asks those being baptized12, (or the persons raising the 

child to be baptized), those being confirmed,13 and those becoming members14  “to resist 

oppression and evil.” Evil is real, though many deny it. We need to be vigilant as “One of the 

artifices of Satan is, to induce men to believe that he does not exist : another, perhaps equally 

fatal, is to make them fancy that he is obliged to stand quietly by, and not to meddle with 

them.”15 Our vows from the book of worship recognize that it is with God's help that we can 

successfully resist the powers of evil loose in the world. 

The powers of evil function on an individual basis as those with power and privilege take 

advantage of the vulnerable. We need to recognize the powers of Evil are at work in the world. 

From the thief who leverages human frailty to steal and swindle, to the pervert accosting those 

12 United Church of Christ Book of Worship p. 139
13 United Church of Christ Book of Worship p. 149
14 United Church of Christ Book of Worship p. 161
15 I first heard this paraphrased in the Movie The Usual Suspects. A few years ago, while I was questioning the 

personhood of evil, I felt compelled to track down the source and found it in Wilkinson, John Quakerism 
Examined (London: Thomas Ward and Co., 1836) p.239-240
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unable to consent. This includes the homeowner paying for housecleaning and landscaping 

services below market rates by exploiting vulnerable workers. 

The powers of evil are embedded in the systems of society. Universities and colleges  

offer extravagant facilities to students. Those students who would never indulge in the luxuries if

they had to pay cash on the spot are enticed and encouraged to buy in via “aid” provided by the 

institution, “aid” which must be paid back with interest.  Retirement accounts hold mutual funds 

which in turn hold numerous incorporated bad actors. The United States government is partially 

financed on the backs of those yet to be born who will be paying interest to the oppressive 

regime of China.

Evil has created many a distorting lens to view what is just and righteous. Evil gave us 

the post modern understanding of truth as a variable. Evil provided the self-centered existential 

way of seeing one's role in the universe. Evil has done such a good job convincing the world 

Satan does not exist that Atheism has become an acceptable perspective. Thank God we have 

God and the church to help us resist the powers of evil.  Fortunately, Evil will ultimately lose 

because, as Calvin put it, “the devil...can never possibly destroy the Church, which is founded on

the eternal throne of Christ.”16 

God and the church provide us with the sacraments, those “visible signs of invisible 

grace” to help us recognize God's role in our lives.  While many conventions regarding baptism 

and communion are maintained in the wider church17, the United Church of Christ holds the 

ideas which are among the most inclusive, and most proper.  As baptism signifies God's 

acceptance of the baptized into the family of God18, it should be offered in a manner of which 

16 Calvin, Jean Institutes of the Christian Religion Book 2 Chapter 15 Section 3 as retrieved from  
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/calvin/institutes.toc.html November 15, 2014

17 Baptism, Eucharist And Ministry (Geneva: World Council of Churches 1982) p. v-viii 
18 Luther, Martin Large Catechism (CCEL) p. 79
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signifies Christ accepts all, including children (Acts 2:38-39), who come to Christ. I agree with 

Zwingli's likening the circumcision of the ancient Hebrews to Christian baptism19 as both are 

valid signs of covenant with God.  Baptism signifies God accepting us. It is God's own work20, 

though conducted by human hands. Because God is always right, there is never a need to re-

baptize an individual.

In celebrating the Lord's Supper, we in the words of Paul (1 Cor 1:23-26), remember the 

night which Jesus was betrayed, his passion began, and his sacrifice culminated. Through his 

sacrifce we are saved.  As Zwingli wrote, “That Christ, having sacrificed himself once, is to 

eternity a certain and valid sacrifice for the sins of all faithful, from which it follows that the 

mass is not a sacrifice, but is a remembrance of the sacrifice and assurance of the salvation which

Christ has given us.”21

The receiving of the broken bread and the drink of the vine is a remembrance of Christ's 

sacrifice and is a sign of being in spiritual connection with the entire body of Christ, both living 

and eternal, including Christ.  It also includes all who seek to know God better, all who seek to 

know Christ better, and all who need spiritual nourishment. As a remembrance, Communion is 

not a mere acknowledgment, but a recalling of a deep-seated understanding of Christ's work at 

the cross and tomb. I agree with Reverend Cotton who wrote that communion reminds each one 

of us “of the pardon and healing of my sins: of the fellowship of his Spirit: of my strengthening 

and living in Grace: and of my sitting together with Christ on his throne of glory at the last 

judgment.”22 Through the Eucharist, I enjoy knowing I am in communion with our God who will 

19 Zwingli as found in Jackson, Samuel Macauley (ed) Selected Works of Huldreich Zwingli (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania, 1901)  p. 236-237

20 Luther, Martin Large Catechism (CCEL) p. 79
21 Zwingli as found in Jackson, Samuel Macauley (ed) Selected Works of Huldreich Zwingli (Philadelphia: 

University of Pennsylvania, 1901)  p. 112
22 Cotton, Rev. John Spiritual Milk for Babes (London: Peter Parker 1668) p 12 (reproduction EEBO edition)
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forgive my sins and welcome me at the end of days.

All faithful followers of Jesus Christ, those being “born again from above”(John 3:5) 

with renewed spirits and changed hearts, get to join Christ in his passion and victory over evil, 

sin, and  death (1 Cor 15:57).  Indeed, eventually this victory of faith will extend over all the 

Earth (1 John 5:4-5).  Until then, I hopefully anticipate and work towards making the world more

like the world that will be when Christ victoriously returns, when the physical and spiritual 

reconciliation of Heaven and Earth occurs (Rev 21:1), culminating in the new existence.

God promises to all who trust in the gospel forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 
courage in the struggle for justice and peace, the presence of the Holy Spirit in trial and 
rejoicing, and eternal life in that kingdom which has no end.

Indeed, God gives God's followers what they need as we work towards a better world. 

God's followers seek to restore justice and peace to the world. Our human nature, being 

imperfect, will never see this end achieved through our efforts alone. The world will only be 

remade successfully when Christ returns. Until then, we are like a small child trying to help a 

parent paint a tall fence.  We love our parent, and want to be like our parent. We seek to emulate 

our parent. But we cannot successfully paint the fence. We can't reach the top. We spill the paint. 

We may not even hold the brush properly. We make a mess of things. We do try, and to some 

degree we have painted, at the very least, a portion of a fence.

The good parent acknowledges and affirms the limited success.  Further, the good parent 

instructs and says, “Next time....” encouraging the little painter to try again, with possibly greater

success.  God is like that parent. God gives God's followers the courage to keep trying to make 

the world better, even in the face of adversity and failure. God gives us the courage to pick 

ourselves up off the ground and return to the work. It is through this work the faithful are known 
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and our faith is made evident. (James 2:18)

When critics, the forces of evil, and institutional earthly powers stand in the way of the 

work, the Holy Spirit energizes us. Through Her, we find the correct loving words of truth to 

speak (Mark 13:11, Luke 12:11-12) to those who seek to impede the righteous work of God's 

children. Our testifying in such a way encourages others to join us in the struggle.

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto God.

If not for God, than for whom or for what? That is the question I ask when purpose and 

call is unclear. It is the question I keep in mind as I bless and honor. For whom is the work I do 

attributed? Who blessed me with the gifts which secured my successes? If I do the work for 

myself, and not God, I am trying to serve two masters (Matt 6:24) and thus likely to fail, or 

corrupt the result. If my leadership results in my serving myself, rather than benefiting others, I 

turn my back upon the example of Jesus Christ. (Mark 10:43-45) I may have a sense of 

fulfillment in developing the gifts and talents with which I am blessed and have recognized 

through the story of my life. But very truly, God is the source of all my gifts, all my life, all my 

experiences, all my opportunities, all my success. As such all glory and power is unto God.

Amen.

On this I joyfully stake my life and my soul.

In this paper, I have reflected upon the opening of the United Church of Christ Statement 

of Faith as it pertains to God. I have reflected upon the seven assertions as to how I understand  

God's actions in the world. I also briefly consider the final words of the statement of faith. In 

doing so I trust that I have expressed where I stand and how I came to have the position I 

maintain.
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