
Congregation Climate Justice Voter Challenge 
 

What’s the best thing an individual can do for the climate?  Stop being an individual! 
~ Bill McKibben 

 
Why is the environment important in the 2020 elections?   
As the climate crisis continues to accelerate, many environmental protections have been rolled 
back. We know that the climate crisis is a multiplier of impacts that place those with the fewest 
options at the greatest risk. For people of faith, the climate crisis is a justice issue. 
 
What difference does voting make? 
Polling shows that awareness and concern about the climate crisis in the US is at an all-time 
high – 73% agree that the climate is warming and 62% believe that the changes in our climate 
are human-caused. Yet research from the Environmental Voter Project indicates that there 
were 10.1 million registered voters who selected the environment as their #1 priority and did 
not vote in 2016.  Getting powerful environmental policies in place on a local, state and 
national level may be as simple as getting more of our existing environmentalists to vote.  
 
What is the Congregation Climate Justice Voter Challenge? 
Our congregations are influencers in their communities.  The Environmental Ministries Team of 
the Southern New England Conference challenges congregations to increase voter turn-out by 
encouraging 75% of those worshipping with them sign the Creation Care Voter Pledge and 
then get the word out!  We believe that the witness of local congregations can inspire the 
wider networks of which they are a part to make the environment a priority in upcoming 
elections.   
 
What happens if I sign the pledge? 
You provide your name and contact information and our partners at the Environmental Voter 
Project will follow up with reminders to vote. Reminding someone of their pledge to vote can 
dramatically increase that person’s likelihood of voting.  The Environmental Voter Project does 
not endorse candidates or tell people how to vote.  Your contact information will only be used 
by the Environmental Voter Project to send you reminders to vote in upcoming elections. 
 
What is the Environmental Voter Project? 
Environmental Voter Project is a non-partisan initiative whose mission is to get more 
environmentalists to vote in every election.  Politicians listen to voters, so if we can 
dramatically increase the number of environmentalists who vote, then politicians will respond 
by providing us with the environmental leadership we demand.  For more information on the 
Environmental Voter Project, check out www.environmentalvoter.org. 
 
What if I already signed the pledge?  
There is no problem if you already signed the Creation Care Voter Pledge or the Environmental 
Voter Pledge. Sign again so that your pledge will be counted in the Congregation Climate 

https://sneucc-reg.brtapp.com/CreationCareVoterPledge
http://www.environmentalvoter.org/


Justice Voter Challenge for your congregation! The Environmental Voter Project is able to weed 
out duplicates. 

 
Basic Information for Congregation Leaders: 
 
How does the Congregation Climate Justice Voter Challenge work?   
Click here to sign up your congregation to participate in the challenge.  Use whatever vehicles 
are most appropriate to your circumstances to circulate the Creation Care Voter Pledge.  We 
offer some suggestions below. The Environmental Ministries Team will track pledges and keep 
you updated on the number who have signed up from your congregations.     
 
When does the Challenge begin? 
Right now!  Primaries are coming up and the count-down is for the general election.  We hope 
to have as many congregations as possible in the Southern New England Conference going 
public early in the fall with their commitment to vote their values to care for God’s creation and 
those most at risk of environmental harm.   
 
How do we decide to participate in the Challenge? 
That depends on your congregation.  We know that each congregation may have a different 
process for adopting this challenge. We recognize that the timing of this challenge could make 
it difficult to process your decision. Perhaps members of your Green Team or Church Council or 
Church Council or Social Action team might take the pledge themselves and challenge others in 
the congregation to join them? We believe that many in your congregation might welcome this 
opportunity to let their voice be heard because so many other options are not available 
because of the pandemic.  
 
How can we encourage participation when we are not meeting in person and rely on 
connecting digitally? 
 
In some ways, we think that the pandemic might actually expedite your implementation: 
 

o If you are worshipping or sharing fellowship or small groups on Zoom or other 
platforms, you can include this link in the “Chat” feature and invite participates 
to click and take the pledge. 

 
o If you have an active church website, consider posting a link to the Creation Care 

Voter Pledge along with some background on the challenge and/or updates on 
progress toward your goal. 

 
o If you are active on social media, consider sharing the link on your pages to the 

Creation Care Voter Pledge, encouraging your congregation to share their 
participation with their social media circles.  You could also use Facebook and 
Twitter to provide updates on your goal of reaching 75%.   

https://sneucc-reg.brtapp.com/CreationCareCongregation
https://sneucc-reg.brtapp.com/CreationCareVoterPledge


 
o If you have an electronic newsletter, you can include the link to the Creation 

Care Voter Pledge. 
 

o Of course, you can also use “snail mail” and print newsletters to publicize the 
challenge. 

 
o Your Green Team might consider some targeted emails or phone calls 

encouraging support for the Creation Care Voter Pledge. 
 

How do we calculate 75% participation? 
Because of the shifting ways that we are gathering during the pandemic, we have left the 75% 
intentionally vague so that you can define it in a way that matches your circumstances.  You 
can decide if “75% of those worshipping with you” is based on virtual worship or average 
attendance or other forms of participation.  Obviously 75% is a high bar, but if 75% is not the 
number that works for you, then let us know the percentage that reflects your congregation. 
 
What’s next? 
Whatever your goal, please take the next step of sharing your commitment with your networks 
and the wider community through outdoor banners, or lawn signs, or articles in local media 
and social media.  Though most congregations are not worshipping in their buildings due to the 
pandemic, our buildings are centrally located in most communities and banners or lawn signs 
out front can speak volumes to your neighbors about what your congregation values! 
 
Here are some other great resources on the intersection between our faith and our vote that 
your congregation might find helpful: 

The UCC has updated information on its website for Our Faith, Our Voice, Our Vote 2020 
including links to “Issue One-Pagers and Webinars” on a variety of topics including 
Environmental Justice.  

 Interfaith Power and Light has partnered with Faith in Public Life to create a multi-issue faith 
voter reflection guide – Democracy, Values & the 2020 Election: A Reflection Guide for Faith 
Communities which includes “Questions for Candidates.” 
 
These resources and more are also available on the Southern New England Conference UCC 
website here. 

https://www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote
https://www.faithclimatejusticevoter.org/voter-guide/
https://www.faithclimatejusticevoter.org/voter-guide/
https://www.sneucc.org/creation-care-voter-pledge

