
AA Meetings During Covid-19 

Many of our churches have long provided space for Alcoholic Anonymous meetings. There is great awareness of the 

ongoing need for these meetings which we all know must be exacerbated by Covid-19, ongoing racial tensions and 

worsening economic conditions.  

There are challenges to offering space but recent discussions about the importance of continuing any support 

possible for AA meetings brought forth information and ideas that may be helpful.   

• Some churches realized that they did not have the space or resources to offer space at all.  

• And yes, there are AA Groups that are thriving using Zoom and this is by far the safest way to convene.  

• Some churches have supported meetings by offering their grounds and with attenders bringing their own 

chairs.  

• Some have returned to offering space inside their church or buildings at varying levels. 

• And some are still exploring if they can offer inside space. Some guidance provided for considering opening 

of Office Space, Ministries and Outside Groups is already available on our website: 

https://www.sneucc.org/files/sneucc/coronavirus/outside+groups+and+ministries+6.16.2020.pdf 

Common concerns for returning to providing inside space: 

• Are we liable if someone gets Covid-19 at a church meeting?  

You will want to consult with your insurance provider. The third item on this FAQ sheet from the UCC 

Insurance Board may also help define the responsibilities specific to 3rd party gatherings:  

https://www.insuranceboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Liability-FAQ-Insurance-

Board.pdf 

• Is our space still appropriate for AA Meetings given social distance guidelines? 

You will need to research the guidelines for allowed occupancy during Covid-19 restrictions and evaluate 

your meeting space square footage for the size group that you are considering. You will also need to cap the 

meetings to the size determined. These guidelines can change and should be consulted regularly as well as 

discussed with your local health department.  

• How will we manage sanitation between meetings/events? 

Sanitation is an ongoing concern. Some churches have established protocols for groups using space to 

sanitize before and after meeting use if there is not dedicated staff to ensure that surfaces are cleaned. 

Additional guidance is available from our Covid-19 Resource pages: 

Reopening Guidance for Cleaning and Disinfecting Public Spaces, Workplaces, Businesses, Schools, and 
Homes  - good but add updated by CDC 5/7/2020 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/cleaning-disinfecting-decision-tool.html   
updated by CDC 5/7/2020 

Note: The above should replace… existing broken and outdated link… Guidance for Cleaning and 
Disinfection from the CDC  

• How will we ensure contact tracing if needed? 

Special attention to anonymity is central to offering hospitality to AA groups. Here are three AA communities 

that have used a group managed protocol to address the need for contact tracing and maintaining 

confidentiality: 

Baltimore: https://baltimoreaa.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Contact-Tracing.pdf 
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San Mateo County: https://aa-san-mateo.org/guidelines-to-opening-meetings 

North Orange County: https://www.aanoc.org/re-opening-meetings/ 

You will need to consult with your insurer and the local health department to confirm if a similar protocol 

would be appropriate for your situation.  

If your church has additional insights or links that may assist other communities in discerning if they are able to 

return to offering AA Meetings, please contact ostertagk@sneucc.org  

 

Resources: 

https://www.aa.org/press-releases/en_US/no_page/physically-distanced-but-digitally-connected-the-alcoholics-

anonymous-message-carries-on-amid-coronavirus-covid-19 
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