Testimony in Support of H.B. 5306: An Act Concerning a Comprehensive Study of Gambling in Connecticut  and;
Testimony in Oppostion of H. B. 5305: An Act Concerning a Request for Proposals to Qualify An Entity To Develop A Casino Gaming Facility in the State 
Submitted by, ( your name)
March 8, 2018

Represenative Verrengia, Senator Guglielmo, Senator Larson, and distinguished members of the Public Safety and Security Committee, 
 
I am  ( your name and address)  and I am a member of the Coalition Against Casino Expansion in Connecticut ( CACE).

Our Coalition against Casino Expansion in CT (CACE) is a group of 14 faith communities and organizations representing over a million people in Connecticut.  Our Coalition spans a broad range of progressive and conservative viewpoints.  We have joined together in a non partisan alliance to oppose the legalization of off reservation commercial casino gambling. We have come together to urge that no new casinos be built in our state. I am writing today in support of H.B. 5306 and in oppositon to H.B. 5305.

I am in support of H.B. 5306: An Act Concering a Comprehensive Study of Gambling in Connecticut.  However our support assumes that the comprehensive study will be conducted by a truly independent, objective party that has no ties to the Mashantucket or Mohegan Tribes, MGM  or anyone in the casino industry. Mr. Adam Steinberg, the Executive Vice President of Spectrum Gaming Group ( the group that did a study for Connecticut in 2009) testified at the March 1 2018 Informational Hearing on Gaming that Spectrum has performed work for our Tribal Nations here in Connecticut as well as other casinos in other states and countries. The comprehensive study must be performed  with no conflict of interest or bias. We recommend hiring an independent expert or experts who can give our state a true picture of the social and economic costs of casinos. 

We are in opposition to H.B. 5305 : An Act Concerning the Regulation of Gaming and the Authorization of a Casino Gaming Facility in the State. ( Here you can put all the reasons you are against the casino. Use personal stories. Use our 10 reasons fact sheets that are on our website www.nomorecasinosinct.org  Some suggestions of what you can put are:Gambling is highly addictive and casinos depend highly on problem gamblers for their revenue and  living close to a casino increases your chance of becoming a problem gambler. Casinos drain wealth from communities, weaken nearby business, hurt property values, reduce civic participation,  increase the risk of broken families and increase crime and bankruptcy in communities.  Gambling hits low-income earners, retirees, the mentally ill, and the unemployed the hardest, populations that are already suffering from economic inequality.  Casinos are made for people to lose their money.  The casino’s business model is dependent on preying on people with gambling problems and up to half of the money our state obtains from casinos is derived from problem gamblers. According to Earl Grinols, the leading expert on the study of casinos in communities, there are many hidden social costs of gambling. These costs include crime costs, business and employment costs, bankrupcy costs, suicide costs, illnesses related to pathological gambling, social service costs, and family costs. Earl Grinols says these costs outweigh the benefits 3 to 1. Casinos make communities poorer and making people poorer is not good for local economic development. Local restaurants, entertainment and retail establishments will be negatively impacted or end up closing if a casino is built nearby.


The members of the  Coaltion Against Casino Expansion in Connectiut include:
Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ – Episcopal Church in Connecticut – Connecticut League of Women Voters – Connecticut Catholic Conference -- Family Institute of Connecticut – New England Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America – Connecticut Association for Human Services – Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport – Advocacy Unlimited, Inc. – Farmington Valley American Muslim Center and Bridgeport Islamic Community Center - Resident Bishop New England Conference of the United Methodist Church – American Baptist Churches of Connecticut – Presbytery of Southern New England

Thank you for your work and the opportunity to supply written testimony in support of  H.B. 5306 and  in opposition to H.B. 5305 and I would be happy to answer any questions.

Sincerely,
( your name) 
( your phone number)
( your email)



